
Blessed Karl’s Feast Day 2015—St. Mary’s Church, Washington, DC 
The Feast Day of Blessed Karl of
Austria on October 21, 2015,
was celebrated at Saint Mary,
Mother of God, Church in
downtown Washington, DC,
with majesty befitting an
emperor and king. The annual
Mass and reception in honor of
Blessed Karl attracted almost
400 attendees, including many
who traveled from distant parts
of the country.

The Shrine of Blessed Karl at Saint Mary's was lavishly adorned for his feast day with a myriad of floral
arrangements in various creative designs. One bouquet of red roses and white peonies formed a red cross on a
white background. The first class relic of Blessed Karl was carried from the shrine and placed on the altar for

the duration of the Mass.

The various chivalric orders of the Church, in their regalia and ceremonial garb,
added a colorful splendor to the ceremony. The Sovereign Military Hospitaller
Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes,
and of Malta, which included Blessed Karl as
a member during his lifetime and now honors
him as one of their special saints, was
well represented by Fra' James Michael von
Stroebel, Mr. Charles Fagan, and other knights

and dames of Malta. The Pontifical Equestrian Order of Saint Gregory the Great;
the Johanniter Order; the Sacred Military Constantinian Order of Saint George;
the Order of Saint Maurice and Saint Lazarus; and the Order of Saint Michael
of the Wing were all proud to participate. The Knights of the Holy Sepulcher
were represented by our Director of Protocol, Julius D. Jackson, who was
assisted by Peter Guen and Rainier Koehler of the Johanniter Order and Wilfred
Keats of the Society of King Charles the Martyr. The Knights of Columbus,
Potomac Council #433, served as ushers.

Father James Bradley celebrated the Solemn High Mass in
the Extraordinary Form, assisted by Father Lawrence Lew,
O.P. as deacon and Brother Alexander Castorena as
subdeacon. Father Richard Mullins, the homilist, spoke
about the love between Karl and Zita, and how powerfully
they model God's plan for marriage and raising a family.
Several people remarked that Fr. Mullins' words were just
what they needed to hear.

Besides the exquisite singing of Father Bradley, whose
musical ability is a unique gift from God, music for the
Mass was provided by Don Clark, organist; the St. Mary's



Schola and the St. Benet's Schola under the direction of David 
Sullivan; and the polyphonic choir Musikanten, directed by 
Kerry Krebill.  Philippe de Monte (1521-1603), composer of 
the polyphonic Missa “Inclina Cor Meum,” was a Renaissance 
composer of the Flemish school who served as music director 
at the courts of Habsburg emperors Maximilian II and Rudolf 
II. Motets by English composer William Byrd, a contemporary
and friend of Philippe de Monte, were sung before and during
Mass.  Three of the motets were from his Mass for the Feast
of All Saints, and his familiar “Ave Verum” reflected Blessed
Karl's great devotion to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.
The Schola's “Sub Tuum Praesidium” recalled the words which
Blessed Karl had inscribed on his and Zita's wedding rings:
“We fly to Thy patronage, O holy Mother of God.”

After the recessional hymn, set to the music of the Imperial Anthem by Joseph Haydn, the First-Class Relic of 
Blessed Karl was solemnly venerated by the members of the congregation.  While the choir continued to sing, 
the devotion of so many people for Blessed Karl could be felt very strongly all during the veneration. 

The congregation then adjourned to the Market-to-Market Cafe across the street, for 
refreshments and a program about Blessed Karl.  After St. Mary's Pastor, Father Harris, 
greeted the people, Patrick Abbott spoke about what the example of Blessed Karl has 
meant to a young married couple like himself and his wife.  Then Ken Artz told about a 
great favor Blessed Karl had obtained for his family---the deathbed conversion of his 
father-in-law after many years of estrangement from the Church.  Father Boniface Hicks, 
just returned from the Praesidium meeting in Austria, gave his own unique and moving 
tribute to Blessed Karl.  Then Suzanne Pearson, after briefly describing the history and significance of the 
Emperor Karl League of Prayer, introduced our special guest for the evening, Princess Maria-Anna Galitzine.   

Princess Maria-Anna captivated the audience with her personal insights 
into the unshakable faith and virtue of her grandfather Emperor Karl, and 
the holy marriage he shared with her grandmother, Empress Zita.  She not 
only talked about Karl and Zita, but also about what it was like to grow 
up in the next generation of the family.  Her father, 
Archduke Rudolph, and her mother, Countess Xenia 
Czernichew-Besobrasow, demonstrated the same ideals. 
Even when her father suffered the tragic deaths of his wife 
and later his youngest son, he never lost his joyful, hopeful, 
encouraging disposition.  Although the Archduke Rudolph 
did not really remember his father, being only two years 

old when the Emperor died, he had this one vibrant memory, the Princess said.  He 
remembered the feeling of being held by someone very tall and very warm, an indication of 
the warmth and love with which Blessed Karl interacted with his children. 

A young member of the audience, little 4-year-old George Hickey, hovered around the 
Princess as she spoke.  He was so fascinated by the whole event that he wanted to “be” 
Blessed Karl at an upcoming Eve of All Saints party.  This photo shows him proudly displaying 
his mustache and the costume made by his 13-year-old sister, Caroline. 

Princess Maria-Anna delighted the crowd by staying until the last minute, warmly greeting 
and conversing with everyone who wanted to meet her.  Many people said later that this was 
the best Feast of Blessed Karl yet.                                        Photo credits (except the last two): © Marlene A. Eilers Koenig 




