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(CNA/EWTN News) - Pope 
Francis on Sept. 16 visited a 
neonatal hospital unit and 
a hospice for the terminal-
ly ill, stressing the digni-
ty of human life from con-
ception to natural death.

The visit is the latest in the 
Pope’s “Mercy Friday” ini-
tiatives, to spend time with 
various groups each month 
during the Jubilee of Mercy.

In previous trips, he has 
made surprise stops at places 
including an elderly home, a 
drug and alcohol rehab center, 
and a facility for retired priests.

In this month’s visit, Pope 
first visited the San Giovan-
ni hospital, stopping at both 
the emergency room and 
the neonatal unit. Currently 
there are 12 babies with var-
ious conditions in the unit. 
Five of them – including one 
set of twins – are in very se-
rious condition in the ICU.

A Vatican description of the 
event said that Pope Francis 
wore a hygienic mask and 
took other sanitary precau-
tions, like all visitors to the 
unit, where the children’s im-
mune systems are often weak.

He spoke to the babies 
in each incubator, and 
greeted their parents, of-
fering words of comfort.

Pope Francis then visited the 

Villa Speranza Hospice, where 
30 patients in the terminal 
stages of illness are housed. 
He greeted each patient one-
by-one, as well as their fami-
lies, in an emotional encounter.

Through the visit, “the 
Holy Father wanted to give 
a strong sign of the impor-
tance of life, from its first mo-
ment to its natural end,” the 
Vatican said in a statement.

POPE FRANCIS visited the neonatology ward of San Giovanni 
in Rome, Sept. 16, 2016. [Credit: L’Osservatore Romano]

“The acceptance of life and 
the guarantee of human dig-
nity at all stages of develop-
ment are lessons repeatedly 
stressed by Pope Francis,” the 
Vatican continued, adding 
that the Pope’s dual mercy 
visit is a “concrete and tan-
gible sign” of how essential 
it is to give our attention “to 
those in the most vulnerable 
and precarious situations.”

Pope visits neonatal unit, hospice,
to highlight respect for life

Blessed Karl of Austria, the 
last ruler of Austria-Hungary 
before it was dismantled at the 
end of World War I, is utterly 
unique as the only leader of a 
great nation in modern times to 
be named a blessed or a saint by 
the Catholic Church.  

In retrospect we can see him as a great cham-
pion on God’s side in the escalating spiritual 
warfare of the past millennium, and particu-
larly of the past century—the struggle which is 
epitomized, above all, by the apparitions and 
requests of Our Lady of Fatima, and the opposi-
tion they have encountered. 

For Karl, the battle began even earlier, in 1895, 
when he was an 8-year-old child, living in So-
pron, Hungary. The stigmatized Ursuline nun 
Mother Vincenzia warned his tutor:

“People must pray much for the little archduke. Be-
cause someday he will become emperor, he will have 
to suffer greatly, and will be a special target of Hell.”

These demonic forces would unleash their 
fury against Karl during and after his lifetime, 
succeeding in dismantling one of the last pro-
tections of the embattled Church in an increas-
ingly secularized world—just as, since then, 
they have been at work fending off the conse-
cration of Russia and thus buying more time to 
advance their same infernal agenda. 

In 1917 Our Lady of Fatima warned: “Do not 
offend Our Lord any more, for He is already so 
much offended.”  For us, looking back nearly 
100 years, 1917 may look like a relatively inno-
cent time.  But at the geopolitical level, we can 
see that, even by then, the sins of men and na-
tions had already put Catholic civilization on 
the defensive. 

England and much of northern Europe had 
been lost to the Protestant Revolt, and then the 
Enlightenment and the French Revolution had 
introduced the concept of a world subject to the 
Will of Man rather than to the Will of God. 

A few officially Catholic kingdoms still re-
mained here and there, and the remnant of the 
Holy Roman Empire, which had been broken 
up at the time of Napoleon, endured in the Aus-
tro-Hungarian Empire, a monarchy where the 
rights of God still held first place, and whose 
sovereigns were still crowned by prelates of 
the Church. France had become a republic, em-
bodying the new liberal, man-centered ideas, 
and Portugal, where Our Lady appeared, was 
governed by Freemasons.

Our Lady made it clear to the children that 
“war is a punishment for sin,” and in 1917 a 
terrible war had already been raging for three 
years with no end in sight, so devastating and 
deadly that it was known as the Great War.  

France, England, Russia, and Italy (known 
collectively as the Entente) were pitted against 
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Turkey (known 
collectively as the Central Powers). 

While each of the bellig-
erents had been drawn 
into the War by some 
specific provocation or 
treaty obligation, and 

each had its own specific 
goals, it has become clear 
that destruction of the 
monarchies and destruc-
tion of the influence of 
the Church over the 
affairs of nations, was 
an unspoken, under-
lying agenda which 
kept the war going 
in spite of all reason-
able efforts to end 
it. 

According to 
the Czech revolu-
tionary Masaryk, 
Austria-Hungary 
was the principal 
target.  He wrote 
in his book, The 
Making of a State, 
that he learned on 
a visit to London 
in 1915 that 
“the dis-

m e m -

berment of the Habsburg Empire appears to be 
the primary objective of the war.” 

Leading Austria-Hungary in 1917 was the 
young, 29-year-old heir to the Habsburg dy-
nasty, Emperor Karl, who had inherited the 
Austrian throne the previous November 21 at 
the death of the long-reigning Franz Josef, and 
had then been crowned King of Hungary in a 
magnificent religious ceremony in Budapest on 
December 30. 

He had opposed his country’s entry into the 
war from the very beginning, and had already 
tried to negotiate peace as an emissary of Em-
peror Franz Josef. His tenacious search for 
peace would so mark his reign that he would be 
known as the Friedenskaiser or Peace Emperor. 

And peace is the key word in the first con-
nection linking Emperor Karl of the House of 
Austria, who was beatified by Pope John Paul 
II on October 3, 2004, to the agenda that the 
Queen of Peace, God’s Holy Mother, offered to 
the world at Fatima.

In this talk I will discuss three distinct connec-
tions between Our Lady of Fatima and Blessed 
Karl.

The first is historical and geopolitical. Both made 
news in the same year. Both had the same goal: 
peace. Both had the same basic concern: the sal-
vation of souls. Both gave primacy of place to 
the Holy Father. Both warned about the great 
looming danger about to come out of Russia, a 
threat to the Church and the world which no 
one else yet appreciated.

The second connection is the message of Fatima 
itself, which is played out so beautifully in the 
life and virtue of Blessed Karl that he provides 
a unique model for living out what Our Lady 
requests of each of us, as well as a unique inter-
cessor for our petitions that the Church would 
soon carry out Our Lady’s requests at the geo-
political level.

The third connection is the official linking of 
the two Causes, which have run parallel to each 
other for nearly a century: the effort to obtain 
the fulfillment of the requests of Our Lady of 
Fatima and the Cause for the beatification and 
canonization of Emperor Karl.

Linking all three of these connections between 
Our Lady of Fatima and Blessed Karl has been 
the furious reaction against both of their agen-
das by the forces of Hell.

The Historical Connection
At the same moment in time that the Mother 

of God was appearing at Fatima and sharing 
her peace plan for the world, one world leader 
was also trying with all his might to stop the 
war. This was Karl, Emperor of Austria, King 
of Hungary, who embodied within himself the 
last vestiges of the Holy Roman Empire, which 
had once ruled over a united Christendom. His 
ancestors of the House of Habsburg had been 
selected as Emperor almost continuously since 
the electors chose Rudolf of Habsburg in 1273. 

After the collapse of the Holy Roman Empire 
they had formed their remaining domains into a 
new configuration, which in 1917 was the dou-
ble monarchy, Austria-Hun-
gary, the second-largest 
power in Europe geo-
graphically, Russia being 
the largest. In terms of pop-
ulation, Austria-Hungary 
was third, after Russia and 
Germany. Austria-Hun-
gary was composed 
of at least 11 different 
nations and peoples, 
several of them king-
doms in their own 
right. These domains 
had come under 
the scepter of the 
House of Habsburg 
mostly through 
royal marriages, 
giving rise to the 
saying: “Other 

Blessed Karl of Austria
and the Surprising Fatima Connection

by Suzanne Pearson
EmpEror Karl lEaguE of prayEr

Pearson

OUR LADY OF PEACE and THE PEACE EMPEROR — At the same moment in time 
that the Mother of God was appearing at Fatima and sharing her peace plan for the 
world, one world leader was also trying with all his might to stop the war. This was 
Karl, Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary, who embodied within himself the last ves-
tiges of the Holy Roman Empire, which had once ruled over a united Christendom. 

The AppAriTion AT FATimA And Blessed emperor KArl
~ October 1917 ~

[See Karl &
Fatima, Pg. 2]

Lourdes, 
France

A pilgrim 
looking for an 
apparition site 
that almost 

seems to be located in a fairy-
land cannot do better than 

Lourdes in southern France. 
Located in the foot-

hills of the Pyrenees, 
the view of the 

m o u n t a i n s 

Add Mary’s Call
To Prayer and Penance

and hills is pleasant as the 
plane descends, and the ride 
from the airport is less than 
an hour. Views from the hotel 
window in May still disclosed 
a few areas of snow higher up, 

but the air was warm enough 
by day. Umbrellas proved to be 
necessary.

The walk from the hotel dis-
trict past the gift shops to the 
shrine is pleasant, and takes 
only 10-15 minutes at a mod-
erate pace. On the way to 
the shrine grounds you learn 
which of the many religious 
goods shops sell candles, um-
brellas, water bottles to take 
Lourdes water back home, etc. 
at a good price. On the way 
there you cross a bridge. It may 
not strike you as familiar at all; 
to me it seemed to have no part 
in the Lourdes story, but the 
powerful and hurrying river 
just below the bridge was the 
pleasant little stream seen in so 
many pictures and paintings of 
the Lourdes grotto. May, a time 
of snowmelt and rain, can be a 

Lourdes, Fatima and Canton . . . a Visit to Three Catholic Places

by Fr. Joseph Portzer
Priestly Fraternity oF st. Peter

Fr. Portzer

[See LOURDES, Pg. 5]

Editor’s note: This article first 
appeared at the NC Register.

Two very different women 
on the minds of Christians 
right now are Mother Teresa, 
with her canonization on Sept. 
4, and Hillary Clinton, with 
her name on the presidential 
ballot in November. 
Hillary stands as the 
most influential wom-
an in America. Some-
one who might have 
foreseen such promi-
nence for Hillary was 
Mother Teresa. Perhaps 
that’s why the bold nun 
from Kolkata, India, 
persistently challenged 
the then-first lady’s 
push to make abortion more 
widely available.

Let’s back up to where it all 
began.

Clinton’s arrival upon the 
national scene became real-
ity when her husband was 
inaugurated president in Jan-
uary 1993. That same year, in 
August, both Clintons would 
greet Pope John Paul II, who 
came to America for World 
Youth Day in Denver. John 

Paul II spoke to both Clintons 
on the imperative of valuing 
the life of the unborn child.

It didn’t seem to make much 
of an impact.

The new first lady was al-
ready starting her efforts to 
revolutionize the health-care 
industry—which, people for-
get, she was doing very ag-
gressively that first year, only 

to back off as her efforts 
hurt her husband polit-
ically.

She said in an October 
1993 televised forum 
discussing her new na-
tional healthcare plan 
that abortion would be 
made “widely avail-
able.” This prompted 
anxieties over the pros-
pect of taxpayer-fund-
ed abortion, sparking 

the Coates Amendment in the 
U.S. House of Representatives, 
which sought to strip abor-
tion funding from the plan. 
Mrs. Clinton’s intentions sent 
elected pro-life Democrats like 
Pennsylvania Gov. Bob Casey 
into such anger that Casey 
considered a run for the presi-
dency to dislodge the Clintons.

Clinton’s words also ignit-
ed fears over the availability 

of the abortion pill, RU-486, 
under her plan. One of her 
husband’s first acts in office 
was to push the pill to market 
through an expedited FDA 
approval process that pro-lif-
ers insisted was too quick for 
the safety of the women who 
would take the pill.

Not at all ignorant of these 
advances by the Clintons was 
a nun named Mother Teresa, 
who in February 1994 made 
her own visit to America, 
which included a meeting 
with the Clintons.

The occasion was the annu-
al National Prayer Breakfast, 
a huge ecumenical gathering 
in Washington. As president, 
Bill Clinton was a high-profile 
attendee, with Hillary accom-
panying him. That year, on 
Feb. 3, 1994, the keynoter was 
a very special guest, a Nobel 
Peace Prize winner and saint-
ly figure who had come all the 
way from the most impover-
ished area of the planet, the 
slums of Kolkata.

According to Kathryn 
Spink’s authorized biography, 
the reluctant nun was invited 
by President Clinton himself.

How Mother Teresa Challenged 
Hillary Clinton on Abortion

Kengor

by Dr. Paul Kengor
Center For Vision & Values

[See Teresa & Hillary, Pg. 8]
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Psalm 71
Deus, judicium tuum.

A prophecy of the coming of 
Christ, and of His kingdom: 

prefigured by Solomon and his 
happy reign.

1 A psalm on Solomon.
2 Give to the king thy judg-

ment, O God, and to the king’s 
son thy justice:

To judge thy people with jus-
tice, and thy poor with judg-
ment.

3 Let the mountains receive 
peace for the people: and the 
hills justice.

4 He shall judge the poor of 
the people, and he shall save 
the children of the poor: and 
he shall humble the oppressor.

5 And he shall continue with 
the sun, and before the moon, 
throughout all generations.

6 He shall come down like 
rain upon the fleece; and as 
showers falling gently upon 
the earth.

7 In his days shall justice 
spring up, and abundance of 
peace, till the moon be taken 

O Blessed Emperor Karl, you accepted 
the difficult tasks and burdensome 
challenges that God gave you 
during your life. In every 
thought, decision and ac-
tion you trusted always 
in the Holy Trinity.

We pray to you to in-
tercede for us with the 
Lord our God to give 
us faith and courage, 
so that even in the most 
difficult situations of our 
earthly lives we may not 
lose heart, but continue faith-
fully in the footsteps of Christ.

Ask for us the grace that our hearts may 
be molded into the likeness of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus.

Help us to work with compassion and strength 
for the poor and needy, to fight with courage for 
peace in our homes and in the world, and in every 
situation to trustingly place our lives in the hands 
of God, until we reach Him, as you did, through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

God our Father, Thou hast redeemed 
the world by the self-abasement 

of Thy Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He who was King 

became the Servant of 
all and gave His life as 
a ransom for many, 
therefore Thou hast 
exalted Him.

We ask that Thy 
servant Zita, Em-
press and Queen, will 

be raised upon the al-
tars of Thy Church. In 

her, Thou hast given us a 
great example of faith and 

hope in the face of trials, and 
of unshakable trust in Thy Divine 

Providence.
We beseech Thee that alongside her husband, 

the Blessed Emperor Karl, Zita will become for 
couples a model of married love and fidelity, and 
for families a guide in the ways of a truly Chris-
tian upbringing. May she who in all circum-
stances opened her heart to the needs of others, 
especially the poor and needy, be for us all an ex-
ample of service and love of neighbor.

Through her intercession, grant our petition 
(mention here the graces you are asking for). 
Through Christ our Lord, Amen.

1 Pater, 3 Ave, 1 Gloria Patri

Prayers to Blessed Emperor Karl and Servant of God Empress Zita of Austria

Imprimatur: 09/07/2009
† Mgr. Yves Le Saux

Bishop of Le Mans (France)

Imprimatur: Archdiocese of Vienna
May 18, 2004 Z1. K787/07 or K788/04
Vicar General, Dr. Franz Schuster

Gebetsliga • www.emperorkarl.org

PSALM 71, VERSE [16] A firmament on the earth, & c. This may be understood of the church of 
Christ, ever firm and visible: and of the flourishing condition of its congregation.

VERSE [20] Are ended. By this it appears that this psalm, though placed here, was in order of time 
the last of those which David composed.

DOUAY-RHEIMS - CHALLONER FOOTNOTES

Christ the King
Have Mercy on Us!
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A Prayer to
Blessed

Emperor Karl 
of Austria

~
O Blessed Em-
peror Karl, you 
accepted the dif-
ficult tasks and 
burdensom chal-
lenges that God 
gave you during 
your life. In ev-
e ry  thought , 
decision and ac-
tion you trusted 
always in the 
Holy Trinity. 
We pray to you 
to intercede for us with the Lord our God to give us 
faith and courage, so that even in the most difficult 
situations of our earthly lives we may not lose heart, 
but continue faithfully in the footsteps of Christ. 
Ask for us the grace that our hearts may be molded 
into the likeness of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Help 
us to work with compassion and strength for the 
poor and needy, to fight with courage for peace in 
our homes and in the world, and in every situation 
to trustingly place our lives in the hands of God, 
until we reach Him, as you did, through Christ our 
Lord. ~ Amen.

Imprimator:
Archdiocese of Vienna  •  May 18, 2004 Z1. K787/07 or 

K788/04
Vicar Apostolic Dr. Franz Schuster

Official 
Prayer to 

Implore the 
Beatification 

of the
Servant of 
God Zita, 
Empress

and Queen
~

G o d  o u r 
Father, Thou 
hast redeemed 
the world by 
the self-abase-
ment of Thy 
Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
He who was 
King became 

the Servant of all and gave His life as a ransom 
for many, therefore hast Thou exalted Him.

We ask Thee that Thy servant Zita, Empress 
and Queen, be raised upon the altars of Thy 
Church. In her, Thou hast given us a great ex-
ample of faith and hope in the face of trials, and 
of unshakeable trust in Thy Divine Providence.

We beseech Thee that alongside her husband, 
the Blessed Emperor Karl, Zita will become for 
couples a model of married love and fidelity, 
and for families a guide in the ways of a truly 
Christian upbringing. May she who in all circum-
stances opened her heart to the needs of others, 
expecially the poor and needy, be for us all an 
example of service and love of neighbor.

Through her intercession, grant our petition 
(mention here the graces you are asking for). 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Imprimator:
† Mgr. Yves Le Saux

Bishop of Le Mans (France)

BL. KARL
[Continued from Pg. 1]

“It was as if 
our Savior 

was standing 
next to me 

saying,
‘You must 

receive Holy 
Communion

...
There is

no longer 
anything to 

hinder you’.”

“I bless Archduke Karl, 
who will be the future Em-
peror of Austria and who will 
help lead his countries and 
peoples to great honor and 
many bless-
ings  -  but 
t h i s  w i l l 
not become 
o b v i o u s 
unti l  after 
his death.” 
(During an 
a u d i e n c e 
w i t h  t h e 
young Arch-
duke Karl of 
Austria).

Pope St. Pius X
1835-1914

Reign 1903-1914

host from the ciborium after 
giving communion to Count-
ess Mensdorff and look over 
to her, questioningly. The Em-
press nodded her agreement, 
and the Emperor received 
the Body of Christ. 
After mass, the Em-
peror expressed the 
wish for the gospel 
of the “Miracle of the 
Loaves and Fishes” 
to be read to him 
again.

E m p re s s  Z i t a 
thought that the 
Emperor had com-
pletely forgotten the 
biscuit he had con-
sumed during the 
night, but the Em-
peror brought up the 
matter in the after-
noon, saying: “There 
was something quite 
odd about receiving 
Holy Communion 
today. As I listened 
to the Confiteor, it 
was as if our Savior 
was standing next 
to me saying: ‘You 
must receive Holy 
Communion.’ And 
although I did not 
immediately under-
stand what was meant and 
had my reservations, it was as 
if He repeated himself: ‘Hurry, 
you must receive communion this 
very moment!’ or ‘I want you to 
have communon now. There is no 
longer anything to hinder you!’ 
At that moment I could think 
of nothing else, not even of 
my having eaten something 
during the night. That is why 
I asked you to hurry.”

It was also on this Sunday 
- the 4th Sunday of Lent - that 
the inhabitants of Funchal 
would go up the Monte on 
their traditional annual pro-
cession after mass to honor 
the memory of our Savior 
on the Cross. This year their 
participation in the long walk 
was dedicated to the recovery 
of good King Karl. After the 
procession was over, a sizable 
number of people assembled 
in front of the villa to inquire 
about the heath of the patient.

Throughout the day the 
Emperor’s fever remained at a 
constant 104°F. It was because 
of this that the doctors decided 
to proceed with the very pain-
ful turpentine injection they 
had been considering on the 
Emperor’s right leg, with the 
intention of creating a swelling 
to draw down the infection 
from the lung. Initially this ap-
peared to produce the desired 
effect with the patient appear-
ing comfortable and tranquil. 
But shortly afterwards, his 
whole leg became swollen and 
extremely sensitive. Since no 
real improvement int he Em-
peror’s health could be clearly 
discerned, another injection 
was administered the follow-
ing day with the same result. 
The severity of the pain the 
Emperor suffered could only 
be noticed after he had drifted 
to sleep, when he recoiled in 
agony at the slightest touch 
and subconsciously tried to 
keep the blanket away from 
the point of inflammation.

Nonetheless, the Emperor 
was overjoyed to hear the 
voices of his children at play 
outside his window and their 
calls to him. He was able to 
discern the voice of the Crown 
Prince, who would speak 
Hungarian on his walks with 
Count Karoly. The Archdukes 
Felix and Karl Ludwig were 
also confined to bed with 
influenza. At times they were 
very ill, and the Emperor was 
not remiss in asking about 
them on repeated occasions. 
Countess Kerssenbrock was 
required to report every detail 
to him.

* * *
Monday, March 27

The 27th of March brought 
a further worsening of the 
Emperor ’s state of health. 

During the night he had ini-
tially refused the offer of a 
little aspic that had been made 
for him - “because I would 
then not be able to take Holy 
Communion.”

“Look,” said the 
Empress, “while you 
are not obliged to take 
Holy Communion, 
you have a duty to 
fortify yourself. God 
would not want it any 
other way.”

Upon which, the 
Emperor partook of 
the aspic, though not 
without uttering sad-
ly afterwards, “Of 
course I know I am 
not under any obli-
gation to take Holy 
Communion, but I 
very much desire to 
do so.”

The Empress then 
decided to confer 
with Father Zsambo-
ki, who agreed that 
Holy Communion 
should be arranged 
for the following day. 
From this day forth, 
the Emperor again 
received Holy Com-
munion every day, 

and the Most Blessed Sacra-
ment was placed in his room 
on several occasions for hours 
at a time.

Although his pain-
ful cough seemed to 
have disappeared 
during much of 
the day, it re-
turned with 
a vengeance 
at nightfall. 
The Emperor 
dreamed his 
mother had 
arrived and 
started to be-
come delirious. 
His temperature 
had risen to 
105°F, and his 
breathlessness 
had become so 
labored that it 
was decided 
he had to be 
administered 
oxygen. Once 
the Emperor 
saw the flasks, he asked, “Am 
I already in such a bad way 
that I have to take oxygen?”

In the afternoon, the doc-
tors diagnosed an infectious 
inflammation on both lungs, 
and began to administer injec-
tions of camphor and caffeine. 
As the condition of the patient 
continued to deteriorate once 
more towards evening, Fa-
ther Zsamboki advised that 
the Emperor should receive 
the Sacrament of Extreme 
Unction.

Emperor Karl immediately 
gave his consent to this ad-
vice, after being told by the 
Empress, and requested that 
he sacrament be administered 
that very evening. Before this 
took place, the Empress had 
to read aloud to him the entire 
ritual of the last rites so that he 
would later be able to follow 
the entire rite to the letter. He 
then asked to make his con-
fession. Since the last time he 
had made his confession was 
just eight days previously, 

the Empress tried to talk him 
out of this undertaking but 
the Emperor remained quite 
adamant. “I wish to make my 
confession before receiving a 
new sacrament.” Afterwards 
he said with a smile, “I have 
made a life-time confession.” 
Then the Emperor summoned 
the young family priest to his 
side and said in a loud and 
solemn voice, “I forgive all 
of my enemies, all who have 
offended me and all who are 
working against me.” And he 
ordered, “Have Otto come 
here.”

It was 10 o’clock at night. 
The Crown Prince had al-

ready been awakened 
from his sleep, but 

there was some 
bewilderment at 

the Emperor ’s 
request, as un-
til now he had 
not permitted 
the children to 
enter his room 
for fear of in-
fecting them. 
As Otto came 

into his room, 
h e  b e c k o n e d 

him closer to 
his  bedside, 
say ing ,  “He 
should see ev-
erything just as 
it is.”

U p o n  b e -
ing dismissed, 
Otto kissed his 
father ’s hand 

while the Empress smiled on. 
After he had left the room, the 
Crown Prince broke 
down in tears “because 
Papa looked so abso-
lutely dreadful, with 
a crucifix in his hand, 
as if he were to die at 
any moment.” “Later 
on, he added, “Now I 
understand why the 
Mother of God was so 
unhappy beneath the 
Cross.”

The first time the 
last anointing was 
mentioned, the Em-
peror Karl said kindly, 
quietly and without 
complaining, “I thank 
the dear Lord that this 
day is drawing to an 
end. I never knew that 
such days could be 
quite so fatiguing.” 
Despite her keen at-
tention, it had even 
escaped the Empress 
that he had suffered 
so much on this very 

day, since the inexhaustible 
patience and undemanding 
nature of the Emperor had 
been able to disguise and 
make light of the torment he 
was going through.

After the last anointing, 
which took place at 11 o’clock, 
he appeared to improve and 
the night passed without in-
cident. For the first time, the 
Empress allowed Countess 
Mensdorff to assist her during 
her nocturnal vigils, enabling 
her to take a little rest for the 
first time in two weeks. How-
ever she did not undress.

At 7 o’clock she arose again 
to be at the bedside of the Em-
peror. When Countess Mens-
dorff declined the suggestion 
to take some rest, the Empress 
had to specifically order to go 
to bed, saying, “If you do not 
go to bed on the spot, I shall 
forbid you to help me any 
further, and I will not ask you 
to watch over the Emperor 
tonight.”

The night vigils were a 
purgatory in themselves. Al-
though the patient expressed 
as few wishes as possible so 
as not to tire out his caregivers, 
they of course were also equal-
ly unselfish in their efforts 
to relieve his difficulties in 
breathing by turning him over 
to a new position  whenever 
necessary. Since he constantly 
insisted that his wife should 
get some sleep, the Empress 
Zita frequently pretended to 
do so while observing him 
under half-closed eyelids.

The improvement in the 
Emperor’s health was 
not to last.

* * *
Tuesday, March 28
On the morning of 

the 28th of March the 
Emperor expressed 
the desire that Pri-
mate Czernoch and 
Cardinal Piffl be tele-
graphed about his 
condition. Originally, 
it was thought best 
to have the Emperor 
believe he was merely 
suffering from a severe 
case of bronchitis, but 
the Monarch was not 
deceived and spoke 
with a smile about his 
“so-called” bronchi-
tis. In the evening it 
was diagnosed that 
the inflammation in 
his lungs had spread. 
His temperature con-
tinued to remain above 

FR. ZSAMBOKI of the parish at Funchal offered constant treat-
ment of the Emperor’s soul with the Sacraments at his bedside, 
before and after it was determined medicine would do no good 
for his body.

“I forgive 
all of my 
enemies, 
all who 

have
offended 
me and
all who

are 
working 
against 
me.”

Archduchess
Maria Theresa of Austria

1855 - 1944
Step-Grandmother of Karl 

and an aunt of Zita.
She aided in their courtship 

and joined them in exile.

[See KARL, Pg. X]

Then if any man shall say to you: Lo here is Christ, or there, do not 
believe him.

For there shall arise false Christs and false prophets, and shall shew 
great signs and wonders, insomuch as to deceive (if possible) even 
the elect.

Behold I have told it to you, beforehand.
— St. Matthew 24:23-25

Paloma García Ovejero, 
Cadena COPE (Spain): Holy 
Father, for several weeks 
there’s been a lot of concern 
in many Latin American coun-
tries but also in Europe re-
garding the Zika virus. The 
greatest risk would be for 
pregnant women. There is an-
guish. Some authorities have 
proposed abortion, or else to 
avoiding pregnancy. As re-
gards avoiding pregnancy, on 
this issue, can the Church take 
into consideration the concept 
of “the lesser of two evils?”

Pope Francis: Abortion is 
not the lesser of two evils. It is 
a crime. It is to throw someone 
out in order to save another. 
That’s what the Mafia does. 
It is a crime, an absolute evil. 
On the ‘lesser evil,’ avoiding 
pregnancy, we are speaking in 
terms of the conflict between 
the fifth and sixth command-
ment. Paul VI, a great man, in 
a difficult situation in Africa, 
permitted nuns to use contra-
ceptives in cases of rape.

Don’t confuse the evil of 
avoiding pregnancy by itself, 
with abortion. Abortion is 
not a theological problem, it 
is a human problem, it is a 
medical problem. You kill one 
person to save another, in the 
best case scenario. Or to live 
comfortably, no?  It’s against 
the Hippocratic oaths doctors 
must take. It is an evil in and 
of itself, but it is not a religious 
evil in the beginning, no, it’s a 
human evil. Then obviously, 
as with every human evil, each 
killing is condemned.

On the other hand, avoid-
ing pregnancy is not an ab-
solute evil. In certain cases, 
as in this one, or in the one I 
mentioned of Blessed Paul VI, 
it was clear. I would also urge 
doctors to do their utmost to 
find vaccines against these 
two mosquitoes that carry 
this disease. This needs to be 
worked on. 

Text of Pope 
Francis’ in-flight 
interview from 

Mexico to Rome:
“The Nuns Question”

There is a “spirit” of an-
ti-Christ running rampant in 
our Society today, and it is 
working full-bore to deceive 
one and all. Some are always 
claiming the Pope is the anti-
christ, but I don’t buy it.

Papa Francis may have me 
scratching my head...a lot... 
but if he is deceiving anyone 
I think it is because he has 
been deceived as well. The 
major media (the great tool 
of satan of this age) of course 
makes the deception even 
more confusing.

For the record, there is 
a great turmoil at present 
among the faithful regarding 
a statement made by Pope 
Francis during an in-flight 
press conference on his way 
back to Rome from Mexico 
in February (See column at 
right).

As of press time, theolo-
gians, apologists, catholic 
writers and thinkers are still 
working to determine wheth-
er Pope Francis was truly in 
error in his statements con-
doning the use of contracep-
tion in the case of emminent 
rape.

These Catholic experts are 
also researching the history 
of the Holy Father’s mention 
that Pope Paul VI permitted 
this. As of press time, a grow-
ing number of outlets are 
reporting that Paul VI did not, 
in fact issue any sort of per-
mission, but that talk of it was 
mentioned during the reign 
of his predecessor, John XXIII.

Whatever the outcome of 
this potentially serious discus-
sion, Oremus Press will still 
remain faithful to the office 
of the Holy Father, whom 
we suspect, in this case, may 
have simply been repeating a 
snowballing falsehood...and 
even he was not aware it was 
untrue.

On this topic, we will not 
make excuses for Pope Fran-
cis’ words, nor will we claim 
the media misinterpreted 
them. This time, the Vatican 
Press Office affirmed his state-
ment: that he was, indeed, 
talking about contraception 
and not Natural Family Plan-
ning, as many had hoped.

Silver Lining No. 1:  This 
has provided an amazing 
teaching opportunity for apol-
ogists, who have filled news 
agency comment boxes with 
dialogue apologetics in de-
fense of (not the pope, neces-
sarily, but) the Faith, and what 
the Church really teaches.

Silver Lining No. 2: This 
may be just the situation some 
of our more solid bishops 
have been waiting for to pull 
a St. Paul and go in the ring 
for some fraternial correction. 
There are certainly more than 
a few with the backbone to 
address (respectfully) their 
top Bishop in Rome and let 
him know that it may be time 
to(A), issue a public correction 
or two...you know, just to 
clear up the sense of scandal 
and all. And (B), stop doing 
press conferences...because 
they don’t really do any good 

anyway. They just scandalize 
the solid faithful, confuse the 
moderate faithful, and lead 
the rest of the world to think 
the Church has changed her 
teaching.

We should all pass along 
our concerns to our pastors 
and bishops, but fraternal cor-
rection on this level will have 
to be handled by someone 
with a hat much more mitred 
than my own.

Rev. Christopher Pelster, FSSP • Rev. Simon Zurita, FSSP

We Accept Personal Check, Cashier’s Check & Money Order

away.
8 And he shall rule from sea 

to sea, and from the river unto 
the ends of the earth.

9 Before him the Ethiopians 
shall fall down: and his ene-
mies shall lick the ground.

10 The kings of Tharsis and 
the islands shall offer presents: 
the kings of the Arabians and 
of Saba shall bring gifts:

11 And all kings of the earth 
shall adore him: all nations 
shall serve him

12 For he shall deliver the 
poor from the mighty: and the 
needy that had no helper.

13 He shall spare the poor and 
needy: and he shall save the 
souls of the poor.

14 He shall spare the poor and 
needy: and he shall save the 
souls of the poor.

15 He shall redeem their 
souls from usuries and iniq-
uity: and their names shall 

be honorable in his sight. 
And he shall live, and to him 
shall be given the gold of Ara-
bia, for him they shall always 
adore: they shall bless him all 
the day.

16 And there shall be a firma-
ment on the earth on the tops 
of mountains, above Libanus 
shall the fruit thereof be ex-
halted: and they of the city 
shall flourish like the grass of 
the earth.

17 Let his name be blessed for 
evermore: his name continueth 
before the sun.

And in him shall all the tribes 
of the earth be blessed: all na-
tions shall magnify him.

18 Blessed be the Lord, the 
God of Israel, who alone doth 
wonderful things.

19 And blessed be the name of 
his majesty. So be it, so be it.

20 The praises of David, the 
son of Jesse, are ended.

Letters to the
Editor Policy

Oremus Press will publish let-
ters to the editor, but reserves the 
right to edit in interest of clarity 
or space, but will strive to retain 
the intent of the author...even if 
he/she disagrees with Oremus 
Press. All letters must be signed 
and not exceed 250 words. Sub-
mit to: Oremus Press, 24212 E. 
680 Road, Dover, OK 73734. 

News from EmperorCharles.org
Delegate in Malta
to be Sub-Deacon

Dennis Mifsud, Delegate of 
the Emperor Karl League of 
Prayer in Malta, will be insti-
tuted to the Ministry of Lector, 
and ordained Sub-Deacon for 
hte Byzantine Catholic Parish 
of Our Lady of Damascus in 
Valletta, Malta. The institution 
will take place Sunday, Dec. 18 
at 9 a.m. Please pray for Den-
nis.

nations make war; you, happy Austria, marry.”
When the Archduke Karl was born in 1887, 

Emperor Franz Josef had already been reigning 
nearly forty years. It was never imagined that 
Karl would inherit the throne; there were too 
many ahead of him in the line of succession. 
As a member of the ruling house, Karl became 
a military officer, which meant that, when war 
was declared in 1914, he was plunged into the 
thick of the fighting. 

Austria had moved to punish Serbia for the as-
sassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand with 
what was at first intended as a limited military 
mobilization. But all the major nations of Eu-
rope jumped into the fray, ostensibly in order 
to be faithful to a network of alliances, but also 
because other nations were waiting for an op-
portunity to pursue military objectives of their 
own. 

Suddenly Austria-Hungary was surrounded 
by enemies, who considered the empire tech-
nically responsible for starting the war, even 
though it had been provoked by the premedi-
tated murder of its heir to the throne. 

The Archduke Karl had no part in getting 
Austria-Hungary into the war. He was never in 
favor of it, fearing that it would be disastrous 
for his countries whether they won or lost.

Nevertheless he was known as a brilliant mil-
itary commander. Serving at the front in Italy, 
Transylvania, and Galicia, he won nearly every 
battle he fought. In the trenches and over all 
types of terrain he was fearless for his own safe-
ty, but very concerned about the well-being of 
the men who served under him. 

Using wisdom and strategy, he would not sac-
rifice the lives of his soldiers by sending them 
needlessly into hopeless situations. He cared for 
the wounded, and wept over the charred bodies 
of the fallen. 

At the height of the hostilities, Franz Josef 
died, and the heavy burden fell automatically 
upon Karl—responsibility for the multi-nation 
empire and all its peoples, responsibility for the 
conduct of the war and the lives of all his sol-
diers. 

Having shared the suffering of the trenches, 
and experienced first-hand the bloodshed at the 
front, his first priority 
upon becoming emper-
or was to bring peace. 
In his first manifesto, 
“To My Peoples,” he de-
clared:

“I will do all within my 
power to banish the hor-
rors and sacrifices of war 
at the earliest possible mo-
ment, and to restore to my 
peoples the sorely missed 
blessings of peace…”

The new ruler right 
away drew up a propos-
al for a peace conference, 
which was signed by 
his allies and delivered 
to the Entente. At the 
time, Austria-Hungary 
and its allies held the 
military and territorial 
advantage. But rather 
than pressing ahead to 
destroy the enemy na-
tions, he was willing to negotiate peace, a peace 
without victory.  However, the response of the 
Entente was abusive.

At the same time, he warned his German al-
lies that their aggressive submarine warfare was 
sure to bring the United States into the war on 
the side of their enemies. Facing this addition-
al adversary, with its inexhaustible reserves of 
manpower and resources, would mean certain 
defeat and ruin for the Central Powers. 

Emperor Karl was the only head of state to re-
spond to the peace proposal of Pope Benedict 
XV, even as he continued his own outreaches. 
He moved to make contact with Woodrow Wil-

son while the United States was not yet in the 
war, refusing to agree to Germany’s demand 
that he should break diplomatic relations with 
the United States. The emperor made it clear 
that he sought peace not for military reasons, 
but because of the responsibility he felt toward 
the peoples of his empire and for all the bellig-
erents and all the people of Europe.

The most promising of his peace initiatives 
was his attempt to make contact with the en-
emy through his brother-in-law, Prince Sixtus 
of Bourbon-Parma. He wrote a letter to Sixtus, 
which could be shown to the Entente leaders, in 
which he offered everything that they had de-
manded up until that time. 

At first the reaction was favorable. France was 
receptive; British Prime Minister Lloyd George 
exclaimed, “This is Peace!” Karl had even con-
fided to the German emperor, without giving 
details, that he had great hopes for this peace 
feeler. Peace seemed at hand.

But then the French government fell, and was 
replaced by one totally antagonistic. The Brit-
ish, also, had signed a secret treaty with Italy 
the year before, promising that country huge 
portions of Austrian territory, and now felt they 
could not make peace because of these secret 
obligations to Italy. 

So this effort, like all the others, shattered on 
the rock of secret treaties, and the insistence of 
all other belligerents on total victory, no matter 
what the cost in lives or in the suffering of their 
peoples.

By May of 1917, Emperor Karl’s peace propos-
als had been definitively rejected by all parties. 
Pope Benedict, who had served in the Vatican’s 
diplomatic service before his election to the 
papacy, could see that all human diplomatic 
means, including his own, had failed. 

On May 5, he wrote: 
“Our earnestly pleading voice, invoking the end of 

the vast conflict, the suicide of civilized Europe … 
has remained ever since unheard. …. Since all grac-
es…are dispensed through the hands of the most holy 
Virgin, we wish that the petition of Her most afflict-
ed children, more than ever in this terrible hour, may 
turn with lively confidence to the august Mother of 
God.”

The Holy Father add-
ed the final invocation, 
“Queen of Peace,” to 
the Litany of Loreto. 
He asked that loving 
and devout appeals to 
“the Mother of Mercy” 
go up “from every cor-
ner of the earth…from 
blood-drenched plains and 
seas…. That Her most 
tender and benign solici-
tude may be moved and the 
peace we ask for be obtained 
for our agitated world.”

A week later, the Virgin 
Mother began her appa-
ritions at Fatima, prom-
ising the end of the war 
and offering her own 
peace plan.

 The Queen of Peace 
must have taken pity on 
the poor Peace Emper-
or, so frustrated in all 

his efforts to negotiate an end to the senseless 
carnage. A silhouette by a contemporary Aus-
trian artist, Josefine Allmayer, shows the Queen 
of Peace comforting the Emperor of Peace as he 
stands in profound sorrow over the graves of 
his faithful heroes.

Besides the goal of peace, Our Lady of Fatima 
and Emperor Karl shared a deeper concern: the 
salvation of souls.  By making the vision of Hell 
the first part of Her secret message, Mary em-
phasized that there is no greater evil than sin, 
and the danger of spending all eternity in the 

Karl & Fatima
[Continued from Pg. 1]

[See Karl & Fatima, Pg. 4]

Pope Leo XIII (born in 1810, 
elected pope in 1878, died in 
1903) astounded the Catholic 
world by writing twelve en-
cyclicals and several letters on 
the rosary in his 25 years as 

pope. His own devotion 
to Mary was so 

great that he 
noted in the 

opening of 
his encyc-
lical Mag-
nae Dei 
M a t r i s 
(For the 
G r e a t 
Mother 
of God) 
that re-
m e m -
b e r i n g 
h e r 
g o o d -

ness to him 
moved him to 

tears.
He recalled 
two ways in 

p a r t i c u l a r 
that Mary 
has helped 
Christians: 
by her 
p o w e r f u l 
intercession 

when it was 
u n d e r military attack or 
in similar danger, and by her 
strengthening of the faith of 
Christians.

Pope Leo recalled battles 
in the history of the Church, 
some of which might be famil-
iar to us, and others which are 
hardly known.

1200s
In the 1200’s, against the her-

esy and military violence of 
the Albigensians, St. Dominic 
preached true Christianity and 
spread the practice of the ro-

sary. His work and that of his 
associates was successful, but 
the military viciousness of the 
Albigensians finally provoked 
an all-out war, and the Catho-
lics were in the end successful 
also in battle. 

Oct. 7, 1571
At the Battle of Lepanto, the 

Catholic fleet defeated a larger 
Muslim fleet, and the victory 
was so decisive that the Chris-
tian losses were relatively few, 
but the Muslim losses of both 
ships and men were so great 
that the balance of power in 
the world changed on that 
day. Until then the Christians 
had been living in great fear 
of Muslim naval power. Pope 
St. Pius V had organized ro-
saries, processions and oth-
er devotions in Rome, and 
had ordered that the rosary 
be prayed throughout all of 
Christendom. In recognition 
of the great triumph obtained 
through Mary’s intercession 
he instituted an annual com-
memoration of Our Lady of 
Victory.

There are other military vic-
tories which are attributed 
to Mary by Leo XIII, but it is 
good to go past his time, and 
to remember that his very suc-
cessful program to spread and 
strengthen the prayer of the 
rosary throughout the Church, 
which was inspired by Mary’s 
apparitions at Lourdes, was 
seconded by Our Lady at Fati-
ma.

Pope Leo XIII died in 1903; 
Mary appeared at Fatima just 
fourteen years later, in 1917. 

Since that time there have 
been victories won by Our 
Lady through the rosary:

1955
Following World War II, 

Austria was half occupied 
by the troops of Communist 
Russia. The people longed 
to be free of their Soviet op-
pressors, and a Fatima pledge 
movement was started. About 
ten percent of the population 
signed the pledge, in which 
they committed to living the 
Fatima requests. On the thir-

ty-eighth anniver-
sary of the first Fati-
ma apparition, that is, May 13, 
1955, the Russians suddenly 
agreed to withdraw their 
troops from Austria.

1956
 Communism is by definition 

committed to causing revolu-
tions throughout the world 
until the whole world is Com-
munist. In 1956, in Brazil, the 
Communists were confident 
that they had done everything 
to bring about a successful 
Communist revolution there. 

The party secretary told the 
Moscow International Press 
that in a few weeks the ham-
mer and sickle flag of com-
munism would be flying over 
Brazil.

The communists had man-
aged to plant agents in all 
strategic positions through-
out the country. The president 
of the country, Goulart, was 
a communist. The Church 
found that even Catholic col-
leges had Communist agents 
teaching there, and that Cath-
olic associations had innocent-
ly accepted Communists as 
members. Truly only a miracle 
could save them.

The country turned to Mary 
in desperation, and launched 
a national rosary crusade, im-
ploring the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary to save them. A huge 
crowd of women (600,000 to 
be exact, but where were the 
men?) marched through the 
city of Sao Paolo praying the 
rosary for three hours.

Similar very large demon-
strations took place through-
out the country. The Com-
munist president, Goulart, 
frightened by the massive 
uprising, fled the country, and 
the expected Communist take-
over collapsed.

1984
On May 13, 1984, an im-

mense crowd gathered at 

by Fr. Joseph Portzer
Priestly Fraternity oF st. Peter

[See LEO & ROSARY, Pg. 4]

Pope Leo XIII, The Rosary,
Islam and Communism

FEATURED ROSARY: The 
Combat Rosary,  available 
in Gold, Silver or Bronze at 
RomanCatholicGear.com
[Photo, Oremus Press]
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Come pray with me the rosary,
Come share with me your pleas.
We will ask the Blessed Mother,

Upon our bended knees.

Our lives are sorely troubled and
Our country in despair.

It’s times like these when all seems lost,
It’s more than we can bear.

So, Ladies, grab your rosaries,
And pray with me these words,

Which from Gabriel’s mouth were spoken
And that Our Lady heard:

Hail Mary Full of Grace
The Lord is with thee

Blessed art thou among women
and Blessed is the Fruit of thy womb, Jesus

Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us sinners,

Now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.

*

Pray With Me
by Donna Sue Berry

Edmond, Oklahoma

Conversations
with a

“Bible prophecy
preacher”

Twin Cities, Minn. — We 
spent sixteen hours evange-
lizing at the Hopkins, Minne-
sota Raspberry Festival over 
two days. They were glorious 
Minnesota summer days; the 
Virgin Mary came through for 
us with blue skies and a gentle 
breeze, even though the fore-
cast was for thunderstorms. 
She even arranged for our ta-
ble to be next to the 1981 De-
Lorean in the car show, draw-
ing lots of people our way! 

Thirteen first-time evange-
lists joined me for the festival. 
We distributed almost 500 
rosaries and 200 Miraculous 
Medals, along with lots of lit-
erature covering how to pray 
the rosary, reasons to return 
to the Catholic Church, and 
reasons to be Catholic. We 
collected over five pages of 
prayer intentions that we took 
to Adoration on Sunday night. 
Five people agreed to consider 
joining the Catholic faith; four 
people found parishes to join, 
and three people walked away 
with lots of pamphlets about 
Christianity to help answer 
their many questions.

Our most memorable con-
versation was with David, a 
self-proclaimed “Bible prophe-
cy preacher” who does not be-
long to a church but spends his 
days learning Scripture from 
the Internet and talking with 
whoever will listen, mostly at 
the local McDonalds restau-

rant. We spent almost 4 hours 
over the two days talking with 
him, trying to find common 
ground. While he knew the 
Bible very well, chapter and 
verse, as well as a fair amount 
of Christian history, he was 
often confrontational and un-
willing to consider that “Sola 
Scriptura” might be a false 
doctrine.

On Sunday, when I was at 
our table alone, he returned. 
He thanked me, as well as the 
others on the SPSE team, who 
took the time to talk with him. I 
could tell there was something 
else on his heart. The hours 
we had spent talking to him 
the day before had showed 
him that he could trust us. He 
shared with me the real pain 
he had experienced during 
his life, including the trag-
ic deaths of his first wife and 
adult son. His current wife had 

returned to an abusive former 
boyfriend. He shared those 
hurts, and we prayed for heal-
ing, hope and strength. He left 
with a Miraculous Medal, as-
sured that God knows what’s 
in his heart and wants to heal 
him. We praise the Lord Jesus 
for this development.

Another memorable conver-
sation we had was with Mo, a 
Muslim married to a Catholic. 
He was very eager to point out 
various failings of the Catholic 
Church, but we found com-
mon ground in natural law 
and the one true God. Mo then 
trusted us enough to share the 
real hurt in his life, that his wife 
needs a kidney transplant. He 
also left with lots of literature 
and came back on Sunday to 
thank us for our prayers and 
for listening.

We even met St. Nicholas! 
A man, dressed as the kindly 

Stories From The Street
saint, knew much about the 
history of St. Nicholas, al-
though not as much about the 
theology and faith of St. Nich-
olas. I was able to share a little 
bit of salvation history with 
him. Most people we met had 
some connection to the Cath-
olic faith, and we were able 
to plant many seeds with the 
rosaries, Miraculous Medals 
and prayer. I think it is safe to 
say all of the first-time evange-
lists left with a desire to return 
to the mission fields. Please 
pray for David, Mo, and all the 
many people we met who are 
searching for God.

* * *
Praised be Jesus Christ! This 

team was blessed that week-
end to be able to set up in a 
very high-traffic area, which 
is ideal, especially for brand-
new SPSE team members out 
evangelizing for the first time. 
It gives them the opportunity 
to meet a large variety of peo-
ple, including those who pose 
a particular challenge because 
of their negative attitude to the 
Church and other deeply held 
convictions. Like on this occa-
sion, sometimes the people we 
meet while evangelizing can 
be argumentative. However, 
also like on this occasion, en-
gaging them respectfully and 
honestly can go a long way 
to building trust, and the next 
thing you know, they share 
more personal issues, and 
Christian communion grows.

Would you like to join us in 
this important work? We can 
use your unique gifts and tal-
ents to build up the Body of 
Christ!

(Image from Fr. Patrick Peyton’s Family Rosary Crusade Handbook for Priests)

Chicken Tenders, 
Flyers, and

Evangelization
Terre Haute, Indiana  — It 

was getting close to noon and 
I was already catching whiffs 
of food coming from the direc-
tion of the ISU student center 
when Sam came sauntering 
up to Friar Mario, cupping a 
white bag in one hand that 
smelled delicious.

“Have a chicken tender,” he 
said.

“No, no, no thank you,” said 
Friar Mario, waving him off. 

Sam pushed the bag in his 
direction. “You’re from a men-
dicant order; you have to take 
it.” Laughing, he took a tender 
and bit into it (here pictured). 
I, on the other hand, not being 
in a mendicant order, was free 
to refuse, but it’s hard to turn 
down free food when your 
tummy is rumbling, and I gave 
in after only a token resistance. 

This was our first mission 
outing on ISU campus. It was 
the first day of classes for fall 
semester and one couldn’t ask 
for more perfect weather. Friar 
Mario and I set up outside the 
career center at a bench under 
the trees. Friar Mario went 
over to talk with the Baptists 
who had their own table set 
up, and walked around for a 
while. I minded the table and 
worked on making hand-knot-
ted rosaries. Many young 
people walked by wearing 
ear buds and staring at their 
smartphones at the same time 
(How do they keep from run-
ning into each other?), and 

some passed swiftly, eyes 
straight ahead or even pointed 
up, as if thinking, “If I don’t 
look that way maybe they 
won’t see me.” But to those 
who made eye contact, I called 
out, “Beautiful day, isn’t it? 
We’ve got free stuff here.” Sev-
eral stopped. I had some say, “I 
gotta get to class. Will you be 
here in an hour? I’ll be back.” 
They did, in fact, come back.

Friar Mario is such a natu-
ral with the kids, asking them 
questions about their majors 
or where they’re from, intro-
ducing himself as campus 
minister, and inviting them to 
upcoming campus ministry 
functions. 

I really enjoyed talking with 
those who stopped. We had 
a lot of good encounters with 
some very interesting people. 
One freshman in particular 
we invited to “Maximize Your 

Faith” night, also took a flyer. 
She was picking out a rosary 
and, of course, I asked her if 
she was Catholic. She wasn’t, 
but she had graduated from a 
Catholic high school because 
her dad wanted her to have 
a quality education. I asked 
her, “Have you ever thought 
about becoming Catholic?” 
She shrugged, so I followed up 
with, “Can I tell you one good 
reason why I became Catholic 
when I was in college?”

“Yes,” she said.
So I told her a bit of my story, 

how I felt challenged to find 
out about this Catholic faith 
just to know the truth, and 
started meeting with a priest 
at Ball State’s campus minis-
try. I found so many things 
that never made sense from 
my protestant perspective 
just falling into place from a 
Catholic view. But what really 
clinched it was when I found 
out that Jesus personally 
founded the Catholic Church 
while on earth and promised 
that the Holy Spirit would 
protect it from teaching error. 
And that church is still with 

us today. That was a shock to 
me. I had never thought about 
that. I realized if Jesus found-
ed only one church, then why 
wouldn’t I want to be part of 
the one true church founded 
by Christ? And that’s how I 
became Catholic.

“Doesn’t that make more 
sense that God would want 
one church, rather than 33,000 
different Christian churches 
that all teach different things?”

“Right,” she nodded. So I 
asked her: What are you going 
to do about it now that you 
know? She waved her flyer 
and said, “I’m gonna check 
this out.” So we told her how 
to find St. Joe’s and also invit-
ed her to also check out the 
7:00 Mass Sundays.

Then there were the 3 fresh-
men girls picking out rosaries 
who said they were not only 
Catholic, but were surprised 
to learn half the girls on their 
dorm floor were also Catho-
lic. So we, quick as bunnies, 
gave them extra flyers to pass 
around.

We’re going to try to go back 
to ISU campus every week we 
can manage it.

Praised be Jesus Christ! Street 
evangelization is a joy. You 
never know what will happen, 
who you will meet, and what 
you will be forced to eat (just 
kidding!). The key is to pray, 
share what you know, tell your 
story, and be carefree – leaving 
the results to the providence 
of God. Do you live near one 
of our evangelization teams? 
Check out our website to find 
out – and consider joining a 
team, or even starting one of 
your own! The harvest is great, 
but the laborers are few. Also, 
consider supporting us by 
regular prayer and donations. 
God bless you and yours!

* * *
StPaulSE.org

Bridget was born of the Swedish royal family, A.D. 1304. In obe-
dience to her father, she was married to Prince Ulpho of Sweden, 
and became the mother of eight children, oen of whom, Cather-
ine, is honored as a Saint. After some years she and her husband 
separated by mutual consent. He entered the Cistercian Order, 
and Bridget founded the Order of St. Saviour, in the Abbey of 
Wastein, in Sweden. In 1344 she became a widow, and thence-
forth received a series of most sublime revelations, all of which 
she scrupulously submitted to the judgment of  her confessor. 
By the command of Our Lord, Bridged went on a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land, and amidst the very scenes of the Passion, was 
further instructed in the sacred mysteries. She died A.D. 1373.

* * *
Reflection — “Is confession a matter of much time or expense?” asks 

St. John Chrysostom. “Is it a difficult and painful remedy? Without 
cost or hurt, the medicine is ever ready to restore you to perfect health.”

Our Lady of the Annunciation
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St. Therese of The Child 
Jesus, pray for us

St. Francis of Assisi,
pray for us

Introducing Your Second Vote
by Fr. Joseph Portzer

Priestly Fraternity oF st. Peter

As I have written about in 
the past, Catholics are sup-
posed to vote. Voting is one 
of the trickier responsibilities 
of the adult Catholic, because 
politicians are one of the trick-
ier classes of people in the 
world. They have to be sifted. 

Then there are our dear 
friends, commonly called 
liberals, some of whom are 
not content with just voting. 
They also do what they can 
to push huge piles of money 
into the campaigns of liberal 
politicians, and into all sorts 
of damaging causes like tax-
payer funded abortion on de-
mand, putting men and wom-
en into the same bathrooms, 
and socialized medicine, to 
name a few.

In a November 20, 2014 ar-
ticle The Washington Times 
reported that a few years ago 
something wonderful hap-
pened after a well-intentioned 
man, Dave Black, gave a small 
contribution to The March of 
Dimes. His wife, Tennessee 
Republican Diane Black, in-
formed him that The March of 
Dimes supports Planned Par-
enthood, which is the largest 
provider of abortions in the 
United States. That moved him 
to look into doing something 
about this sort of unintended 
support of liberal causes. The 
result was 2nd Vote, which, as 
he says so well, is not a think 
tank, it’s an act tank.

What’s it all about? Here is 
the theory put simply: Your 
second vote is where you 
spend your money. A quick 
stop at their website brings up 
the home page. Go to the first 
available button on the top left 
which says “company scores.” 
Up come many company 
scores and a box where you 
can put in a company name, 

say, Starbucks, and hit Return. 
Up comes the number 1 sur-
rounded by a red square. That 
is a low score indeed. Let’s see 
why. Clicking on the score re-
veals that Starbucks supports 
the Human Rights Campaign 
(HRC), which sounds nice un-
til you learn that HRC supports 
same sex marriage. Starbucks 
also supported the Supreme 
Court Ruling in favor of same-
sex marriage, and supports the 
Urban League, which supports 
same-sex marriage. Marriage 
is just one issue. There is more.

On the issue of Life, Star-
bucks contributes to groups 
such as United Way, which 
supports Planned Parenthood. 
In the area of Education, Star-
bucks supports common core 
by its support of the National 
Urban League, 
which supports 
common core. 
Starbucks was 
part of a group 
of companies 
opposing re-
ligious liberty 
legislation in In-
diana in 2015. You get the idea. 
So Dunkin’ Donuts is looking 
really good right now, isn’t it?

I had been looking for a com-
pany that did not give mon-
ey to any liberal causes as an 
auto insurer. Several attempts 
online had failed to come up 
with even one company with 
clean hands. This search led 
me to discover the 2nd Vote 
website, and I found out that 
AAA has a rating of 3.0, which 
means that they stay simply 
neutral on all the issues. I took 
a look at State Farm, my auto 
insurance company for many 
years. It turns out that State 
Farm is a sponsor of the L.A 
Gay and Lesbian Center, sup-
ports United Way which gives 

fires of Hell. This spiritual danger was also par-
amount in Blessed Karl’s anguish over the mil-
lions dying in the war. It informed his intense 
concern over the temptations assailing his ex-
hausted and hungry people, and led him to try 
his utmost to improve the moral environment 
of his soldiers at the front, giving them every 
possible opportunity to hear Mass and receive 
the Sacraments. 

The Mother of God and Blessed Karl also 
shared another concern, looking to the fu-
ture. The beleaguered emperor could not have 
known that Our Lady of Fatima, in her secret, 
had revealed that Russia would be the instru-
ment used by God to chastise the whole world 
if men refused to turn away from sin or to take 
advantage of the remedies she 
offered. 

Alone among the world lead-
ers of the time, Emperor Karl 
saw the threat that Russia would 
become to all of Europe. He ur-
gently warned his allies and 
adversaries to make peace, be-
cause the real enemy of all of 
them lay in the East. When the 
German military leaders, in their 
short-sightedness, decided to 
send Lenin in a sealed train back 
into Russia from Switzerland, so 
that he could foment the Revo-
lution and thereby knock Rus-
sia, one of their enemies, out of the war, Karl 
vehemently refused to let the train pass through 
Austria, first, because it would be such an injus-
tice to the Russian people, and second, because 
he knew that communism, once established in 
Russia, would quickly spread to other coun-
tries.

In her final apparition, Our Lady told the chil-
dren, “The War is going to end, and the soldiers 
will soon return to their homes.” But in her July 
secret, she had also warned that, unless men 
stop offending God, another worse war would 
break out, and unless her requests were obeyed, 
Russia would spread its errors throughout the 
world. A few days after her final appearance 
and the great Miracle of the Sun, the Commu-
nists took over Russia.

A common feature in the agendas of both Our 
Lady of Fatima and Blessed Karl is the primacy 
of place given to the Holy Father. The Roman 
Pontiff has a huge part to play in Our Lady’s 
peace plan, as he does also in the world view of 
Emperor Karl.  As ruler of a Catholic confession-
al state, the Austro-Hungarian monarch saw his 
duties as, first of all, upholding the rights of 
God, and second, giving himself completely in 
service to the temporal and spiritual good of his 

people. He publicly honored the Pope as Vicar 
of Christ, deferred to him in matters of faith and 
morals, and was prepared to come to his de-
fense with all the power at his command.

This cooperation between the Catholic empire 
and the Catholic Church was the main reason 
the enemies of Christ used every means possi-
ble to bring about its downfall. They tried to stir 
up division between the empire’s component 
ethnic groups, tried to foment revolution from 
within, and tried to keep the war going long 
enough for their tactics to succeed. 

Meanwhile, they launched a furious propa-
ganda campaign against the emperor himself, 
hoping to discredit him in the eyes of his peo-
ple. Within a span of two years, through an in-

cessant barrage of lies and innu-
endo, they managed to change 
the image of a monarch genu-
inely loved by most of his peo-
ple to one whose abilities, honor, 
integrity and patriotism evoked 
doubt and derision.

The obstinacy of all the other 
belligerents in holding out for 
total victory provided the neces-
sary time to those working to de-
stabilize the empire from within. 
Karl’s people were cold, hungry, 
demoralized, and desperate. 

After the Allies committed 
themselves to the aspirations of 

expatriates hoping to form new national states 
out of pieces of Austria-Hungary, revolution at 
home finally combined with exhaustion on the 
battlefield to bring about the disaster Karl had 
tried so hard to prevent.  The War was lost and 
the empire broken up. The Habsburg monar-
chy was overthrown, and its young ruler Karl 
forced from power. 

In spite of all the love he had shown for his 
people—creating innovative and imaginative 
social programs, visiting with them personally 
in their villages and towns to listen compassion-
ately to their concerns, and giving sacrificially 
out of his own means to relieve their mounting 
hardships, as well as all the good he intended 
to do for them once peace was restored—this 
Prince of Peace, this loving father of his people 
was forced out of his country into exile, all his 
possessions large and small were stolen from 
him, and he and his family were left destitute. 

Blessed Karl never blamed his people for re-
jecting him at that traumatic time of defeat and 
privation. He had been deeply moved that they 
had borne their sufferings so patiently for so 
long.

The former emperor and his family took ref-

Karl & Fatima
[Continued from Pg. 2]

Silhouette of Our Lady
comforting the Emperor,

by Josefine Allmayer

[See KARL & FATIMA, Pg. 5]

to Planned Parenthood, sup-
ports the Common Core State 
Standards Initiative, funds 
La Raza Development fund 
which supports sanctuary cit-
ies (protecting illegal immi-
grants contrary to U.S. Law), 
supports Equality CA, which 
is in favor of taking away re-
ligious liberty, and supports 
Freedom Oklahoma, which is 
not only against any and all 
religious liberty exemptions, 
but also supports transgen-
der bathroom policies. There 
is more about State Farm, but 
you get the idea. So I voted a 
second time with my money 
and switched to AAA auto in-
surance. Thank you 2nd Vote!

One article which I read 
while researching this article 
made an excellent point. For 
many years liberals have bul-
lied and coerced corporations 
into making contributions to 
their crazy causes. The first 

time that we 
Values Vot-
ers (mostly 
Christians of 
one kind or 
another, in-
cluding Cath-
olics) made 
our power felt 

was when we decided, with-
out consulting Chick Fil-A, 
to support them on one given 
day, because the liberals were 
attacking Chick-fil-A. They 
ran out of food in many plac-
es. The lines were hours long. 
And since that day Chick-
fil-A has remained a favorite 
of sorts. Values Voters were 
voting. And now we can just 
keep voting and voting. There 
is now an app that goes with 
2nd Vote, and an expanding 
pool of people who are tired of 
seeing their money go to those 
who are fighting against Chris-
tianity. Learn more, care about 
where your money goes, and 
vote with it.

By Donna Sue Berry

OKLAHOMA — This spring 
of 2016, it was announced 
that the International Pilgrim 
Statue of Our Lady of Fatima 
will be coming to the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City at the 
request of Archbishop Paul S. 
Coakley.

The Statue was sculpted in 
1947 by Jose Thedim, based 
on the description of Sr. Lu-
cia, one of the three young 
seers who saw Our Lady each 
month from May to October 
1917 in Fatima, Portugal.  

On Oct. 13, 1947, in the 
presence of 150,000 pilgrims, 
the statue was blessed by the 
Bishop of Leiria at Fatima to 
be the pilgrim, the traveler. It 
was sent out to bring the mes-
sage of Fatima to the world, 
and the International Pilgrim 
Virgin Statue has traveled the 
world many times. It came to 
Oklahoma twice in the 20th 
Century.

In anticipation for the up-
coming Oklahoma visit of the 
International Statue, a smaller 
version of the statue was pur-

Our Lady of Fatima
Traveling Pilgrim Virgin Statue

Fatima to pray the rosary for 
peace. On the same day, an 
enormous explosion at the So-
viets’ Severomorsk Naval Base 
destroyed two thirds of the So-
viets’ Northern Fleet missiles, 
workshops for maintaining 
the missiles, and it also killed 
hundreds of Soviet scientists 
and technicians. Western mil-
itary experts said that it was 
the worst Soviet Navy disaster 
since World War II.

In our own lives
What the rosary has done 

against militant Islam and 
against militant atheistic Com-
munism it can also do for us. 
The rosary is a prayer, and so 
it helps us much if we truly 
pray it, but helps us very little 
if we just say it. In true prayer 
we lift our hearts and minds to 
God. Therefore we must give 
God the best time, place and 
posture.

We should pray when we are 
reasonably alert, not when we 
are worn out at the end of the 
day.

We should pray in a place 
that disposes us to prayer, 
where we are as free from dis-
traction as possible. The family 
car is not the place for the fam-
ily rosary. The driver must pay 
attention to driving, everyone 
else will be inclined to look at 
the passing scenery or watch 
the traffic. 

For the family rosary, little 
children incapable of prayer 
can be allowed to play else-
where. Children who have 
never prayed the rosary much 
before can start with one de-
cade every day, and work their 
way up every few weeks to 
saying the whole thing daily.

Posture: remember the sto-
ry of St. Margaret Mary Ala-
coque who, as a young lady, 
was praying the rosary sitting 
down. Mary appeared to her 
and said, “You say my rosa-
ry sitting down? You give me 
very poor service.” Resist this 
soft effeminate culture, and 
kneel like Catholics. 

All of that makes it much 
easier to truly pray, that is, to 
truly consider the mysteries. If 
we just say the Hail Mary over 
and over but our minds are 
elsewhere, most of the graces 
we are praying for will not be 
received.

As Jesus said to the woman 
at the well, “God is a spir-
it; and they that adore Him, 
must adore Him in spirit and 
in truth.” (Jn 4:24) To pray only 
with our lips while our minds 
are busy with driving or think-
ing of other things is to earn 
the criticism which Jesus quot-
ed from the prophet Isaiah: 
“These people honor me with 
their lips, but their heart is far 
from me.” (Mt 15:8, Is 29:13) 

Considering the mysteries of 
the rosary makes us realize the 
greatness of God, the value of 
our religion, and the smallness 
of the world.

After you have prayed the 
sorrowful mysteries and con-

LEO & ROSARY
[Continued from Pg. 2]

chased by several parishioners 
at Saint Damien of Molokai 
Parish in Edmond, Okla. to 
travel from home to home 
throughout the parish family 
promoting the Family Rosary, 
and the Messages of Fatima.  

The statue travels to a differ-
ent parishioner’s home each 
Sunday for a week at a time 
where it is set in a place of hon-
or and where the family gath-
ers each day to pray their fami-
ly rosary and other prayers. 

To date, 15 families from St. 
Damien’s have welcomed the 
statue into their homes, and 
14 more families have signed 
up.  It has been very exciting 
and encouraging to see the re-
sponse of the Our Lady of Fati-
ma Pilgrim Virgin Statue.

For more information, please 
call 405-657-0409. St. Damien 
of Molokai Catholic Church 
is located at 8455 NW 234th 
Street, Edmond.

Scenes of Our Lady honored in parishioners’ homes [Photos provided]

Scenes of Our Lady honored 
in parishioners’ homes 

[Photos provided]

sidered the astonishing suf-
ferings Jesus went through 
for us, how He was scourged, 
crowned with thorns, struck 
then on the head with a reed, 
hit across the face, spat upon, 
made to carry His cross, cru-
cified and then, as He hung 
there during three most pain-
ful hours, He was mocked by 
Jewish leaders and the thieves 
while He had to watch His 
mother suffer at the foot of the 
cross, how can you not know 
that God loves you?

And how can you not realize 
that this world, which always 
disappoints us, has nothing 
worth pursuing as you make 
your way to heaven? 

That is how the prayer of the 
rosary strengthens our faith 
and opens us to grace from 
God.

Mary’s intercession, most 
especially through the devout 
recitation of the rosary, has 
won a great many victories 
over heresy, militant Islam, 

and militant atheistic Commu-
nism.

It can also win great victories 
for you and your loved ones. 

Pray the rosary daily, de-
voutly, and experience the vic-
tory of God in your life and in 
your family.

A Prayer for Sanctification of
Fr. Dan Nolan, FSSP

- The Bagpiping Priest -

          ail Mary, full of  
           grace The Lord 
is with thee. Blessed art 
thou among women, 
and blessed is the Fruit 
of thy womb, Jesus.
    Holy Mary, mother 
of God, pray for us 
sinners, now and at 
the hour of our death. 
~ Amen.
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St. Bridget of Sweden,
pray for us

uge in Switzerland. Although deprived of his 
power, Blessed Karl still felt responsible for the 
peoples God had placed under his protection. 
He had managed to carry with him a few of the 
family’s private jewels, intending to sell them 
one by one to support his wife and children 
during their exile, but he couldn’t resist draw-
ing upon this small reserve to help his former 
subjects who came to him in desperation. He 
even sent aid to the poor people of Russia, now 
suffering under the yoke of communism.  A 
constant stream of visitors from home, from all 
strata of society, came to consult with him. In 
between, he spent his days working to prevent 
Austria from being absorbed into Germany, and 
developing his plans for a new, mutually bene-
ficial confederation of the nations of the Danube 
Basin, which he hoped would sooner or later re-
unite under his scepter. 

Instability gripped the entire region that had 
been his Empire. Since his absence, Hungary 
had suffered through the communist regime of 
Bela Kun, the White Terror, and an invasion by 
Rumania. More and more frequently and ur-
gently, visitors from Hungary begged him to try 
to reclaim his kingdom.

What was not known at the time was that Pope 
Benedict XV was one of the strongest voices urg-
ing his return. Benedict considered the Catholic 
empire to be the essential bulwark against the 
encroachment of atheistic communism into the 
rest of Europe. The urgent appeals of the Pope 
carried great weight with the Catholic monarch, 
and reinforced the heavy burden of responsibil-
ity laid on him by his coronation oath.

King Karl came back to Hungary twice in 
1921, to the acclaim of his people and with the 
promise of support from France. But he was be-
trayed, and the efforts failed, causing him to be 
denounced by the victorious allies as a disturb-
er of the peace. Never once did he hint that the 
Holy Father had anything to do with his deci-
sion to return to Hungary. Refusing to let the 
Holy See be tarnished with the failure, he bore 
the responsibility and the punishment alone. 

Taken prisoner and handed over to the British 
by his own nation, he was banished to the far-
away Portuguese island of Madeira, where he 
died in 1922.  His body still rests today on Por-
tuguese soil, the land where Our Lady said “the 
doctrine of the faith will always be preserved.”   

  
The Connection of the Fatima Message

Bishop Rudolf Graber of Regensburg, Ger-
many, who worked diligently on behalf of both 
Our Lady of Fatima’s agenda and the Cause 
for Emperor Karl, was one of the first to stress 
explicitly the link between the two. He said in 
1960,“The Servant of God Karl is connected with 
Fatima not only through his peace efforts, but also 
through the idea of expiation. In his death, five years 
after the appearances of the Mother of God in Fatima, 
he fulfilled to the last her message of expiation.”

With so much controversy and attention being 
focused on what the Holy 
Father must do to fulfill 
Our Lady’s requests, 
one might sometimes 
forget that all of us 
have an important 
role to play in spir-
itually support-
ing him through 
our prayers and 
sacrifices. Of ev-
eryone Our Lady 
asks: the daily 
Rosary, the five 
First Saturdays, 
prayer for sinners, 
reparation to God 
through prayer 
and sacrifices, 
and fidelity to the 
duties of one’s 
state in life.

Sister Lucy 
clarified this last 

point in 1943, quoting Our Lord as saying, “The 
sacrifice required of every person is the fulfillment of 
his duties in life and the observance of My law. This 
is the penance that I now seek and require.”

In trying to fulfill these heavenly requests ever 
more perfectly, we could have no better model 
than Blessed Karl. In one respect, his state in life 
was the one shared by most people: he was a 
devoted husband and loving father. 

In 1911 he married Princess Zita of Bour-
bon-Parma, and God blessed their marriage 
with eight children, the last one born two 
months after his death. Empress Zita later de-
scribed their marriage: 

“In this atmosphere of the most warm love, of un-
breakable trust, of honesty without reserve, of inti-
mate security and reciprocal respect, our marriage 
became extraordinarily happy. The Servant of God 
was the most faithful, loving, good, patient, gentle, 
and considerate husband. 

“We shared everything: joy and sorrow, fear and 
worry, hope and happiness. The hard blows wound-
ed us together, we both suffered them. The Servant 
of God considered his family as the Noah’s Ark that 
God in His infinite goodness had given him. In this 
he took refuge, reinvigorated himself, drew new 
strength for the difficult road of his life. 

“His family was all his joy here on Earth; he want-
ed always to have them around him and he tried, 
with a sweet but firm hand, to lead his children and 
me ever closer to God. …He loved his children ex-
traordinarily; he was happy and profoundly grateful 
to God for each of them that He had sent him. And 
what torment filled him at the thought of being sepa-
rated from us! He really flourished in the warmth of 
the family. In the course of all those years and still at 
the last in Madeira, he oftentimes said to me: 

“‘I cannot imagine that there exists on the Earth 
another couple who love each other as much as we 
do.’ And the last words he left me with as a dying 
man were: ‘I love you infinitely! In the Heart of Jesus 
we will meet again!’.”

Unlike the rest of us, Karl was also a Head of 
State, ruling one of the most important nations 
on Earth. Yet ironically, it is in this role that he 
can perhaps be of most help to us. Let me ex-
plain. 

Most of us receive our most thorough moral 
training when we are children. We are shown 
how to be a good child, a good student. “Honor 
thy father and thy mother” is probably the most 
central commandment in our early years, and 
its extension to other authority figures is well 
stressed. To honor and obey, to be devout, hum-
ble, docile, gentle, patient, kind, forgiving, and 
eager to please others, especially superiors, is 
to achieve the height of virtue in a child’s state 
in life. 

But what happens when children grow up?  
What if a devout young man or woman be-
comes the person other people have to hon-
or and obey? The authority figure—whether 
priest, religious, or layperson—responsible for 
the behavior of others, who must command, 
reward, and punish? The administrator who 

must make heart-rending decisions, who 
must discern what virtue 

requires, and then act 
with courage, willing 

to accept blame for 
the outcome? 

There is no pro-
gram to train 

us in these 
adult vir-
tues, which 
we must 
a c q u i r e 
without los-

ing the first set. 
This deficien-
cy in training 
might explain 
why so many 
parents defer 
to the wish-
es of their 
children, for 
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KARL & ZITA with Children in exile, Switzerland

dangerous time for Lourdes, 
as recent floods have shown.

The roads move ever down-
ward until you cross a road 
and approach a very wide 
gate.

Crossing through the gate, 
you have entered the official 
shrine grounds, and typically 
many others are walking with 
you in the same direction. The 
grounds are surprisingly ex-
tensive. The road carries you 
forward, past a few gift shops, 
and kiosks selling candles to 
pilgrims to be carried in the 
nightly rosary procession. 
Moving forward further a very 
large outdoor crucifix gets 
your attention, and then to 
your left you cannot help but 
see a marvelous church rising 
up into the air. With flanking 
curved ramps coming out at 
either side, and spires pushing 
into the sky, it takes on an al-
most Walt Disney castle sort of 
appearance. The Catholic love 
of beautiful churches draws 
pilgrims towards it, and even-
tually an amazing discovery is 
made: this is not just a church, 
it is three churches, one on 
top of the other. Each one of 
these churches is beautiful, 
their traditional architecture 
almost untouched. Their walls 
are filled with testimonials of 
healings and favors granted at 
Lourdes. They are wonderful 
to pray in. 

The first is built deep into the 
rock. Above that is the second, 
which is the crypt church of the 
third, the basilica which dom-
inates the rock from above. It 
takes a while to explore some 
more outside and realize that 
this massive ridge of rock is 
the “Massabielle,” 
that is, the old rock at 
which fourteen year 
old Bernadette Soubi-
rous and her compan-
ions were gathering 
sticks and bones on 
Thursday, February 11, 
1858 when Mary, the 
Mother of God first ap-
peared to her. 

To arrive at the grot-
to of the apparitions, 
rather than enter-
ing one of the three 
churches, the pilgrim 
must go to the right, 
under the arches that 
hold up the massive 
stone arms which are 
staircases to the two 
higher churches, and 
walk for a few minutes 
on the outside of the 
churches. To the left 
are seen many small 
faucets in a row, where 
visitors fill up contain-
ers with the miracu-
lous waters of Lourdes. A bit 
further on a crowd restraint 
barrier is erected because the 
grotto is near.

The grotto is the central at-
traction of the shrine. The stat-
ue (which Bernadette did not 
think represented Mary very 
well) is in the niche where 
Bernadette saw Mary so many 
times, and the many volun-
teers who staff the shrine 
maintain a respectful silence 
among the visitors. Once a 
woman approached me and 
asked me something, and in 
trying to be helpful I made 
too much noise and was cor-
rected by a shrine volunteer. 
I was very grateful for their 
efforts to keep an atmosphere 
of respectful silence in the area 
of the grotto. If only this were 
done in all Catholic churches 
of the world! The volunteers 
kept the reverent atmosphere 
mostly by example. They 
were to be seen kneeling in 
silent prayer on the paved 
surface, or monitoring 
the line of pilgrims as 
it slowly worked its 
way back to touch 
the stone walls of 
the grotto, or orga-
nizing the latest 
outdoor sermon or 
public prayer ser-
vice, but normally 
they worked in to-
tal silence among the 
never ending crowds of 
pilgrims. The grotto was a 

marvelous place 
to pray, espe-
cially after the 
nightly rosary 
procession.

Just past the 
grotto is the 
area where the 
pilgrims can go 
into the baths, 
in hopes of 
physical or spir-
itual cures. The 
baths are han-
dled discreetly, 
and again the 
men who assist 
the males and 
women who as-
sist the females 
are volunteers, 
firmly believ-
ing Catholics 
who are there to 
serve God and 
their fellow man 
day after day.

The steps 
down into the baths were a bit 
slippery, worn smooth by the 
steps of the tens of thousands 
who come every year, and the 
water was bracingly cool, but 
the whole experience was mar-
velous. More than anywhere 
else at Lourdes it was at the 
baths that I felt what anoth-
er pilgrim called “the joy of 
Lourdes.”

 There are many more cures 
at Lourdes than anyone hears 
about, because the process 
for getting a cure verified is 
many years long, but still it is 
safe to say that the majority go 
away with the same physical 
problems with which they ar-
rived. However, it is also safe 
to say that anyone coming to 

Lourdes, a place of 
healing for the sick 
and for poor sinners, 
according to Mary’s 
own description, goes 
away with something.

For some it will take 
a while before they see 
what that something 
is. For others they will 
only see it on judg-
ment day. For myself, 
in addition to the joy I 
felt there, and the won-
derful times of praying 
both alone and with 
thousands of others, I 
can say that my health 
situation has been 
tending in the direc-
tion of improvement 
ever since.

It seems that Mary 
wants me well. Of 
course, without an in-
stantaneous cure there 
can be no talk of certi-
tude about God’s in-
tervention. I can only 

observe the improvements 
since then and wonder.

Lourdes is a shrine which 
gives first place to the sick. It 
was a marvel to see the many 
very large buildings dedicated 
to the housing and care of the 
sick. In the morning there was 
always a long line, sometimes 
very long indeed, to get into 
the baths.

The sick were normally 
pushed along in special carts, 
like long covered wheelchairs, 

and volunteers from France 
and other parts of the Catholic 
world stood patiently behind 
each cart, waiting and waiting 
so that one sick person could 
get that precious dunk into 
the waters of Lourdes. How 
marvelous to think that when 
Bernadette first was told by 
Mary to drink of the water, 
she did not know which water 
was meant! 

In his book Bernadette of 
Lourdes, Fr. René Laurentin 
records that Bernadette went 
to drink from the Gave (their 
name for the stream that blos-
soms into a river at times) but 
Mary told her that was not the 
water she meant. She came 
back and ended by digging 
at the muddy ground at the 
back of the grotto; a very un-
pleasant pool of muddy water 
slowly formed. It took Berna-
dette four attempts before she 
finally forced herself to obey 
and drink the repulsive water. 

The water slowly kept com-
ing, and in a few days it was 
gurgling and forming a little 
trail of water that made its 
way to the Gave. But Berna-
dette went home in disgrace, 
for she had not only drunk 
muddy water and rubbed it 
on her face, she had eaten a 
bit of the herb (golden saxi-
frage) that grew there. Some 
spoke of her as insane. But she 
had been told by the appari-
tion (whom she did not call 
Mary, she did not know who 
she was) “Go and drink at the 
spring and wash yourself in 
it.” Asked why she had eaten 
the herb, she gave no reply.

Fr. Laurentin notes that two 
bottles of water went home 
that day with others, and one 
of them, in the hands of ta-
bacconist’s son, seem to have 
carried the waters of the first 
miracle at Lourdes. He had al-
ways worn an eye patch, but 
a few days later he no longer 
wore it.

Soon false miracles were be-
ing claimed, and Bernadette 
had much to suffer.

However, real miracles also 
happened. The first that was 
openly claimed by the recip-
ient and also seems to be be-
yond any possible doubt is 
that of Cathrine Latapie.

Fr. Laurentin tells the sto-
ry of how Latapie set out for 
Lourdes in the middle of the 
night to see one of the appa-
ritions of Mary at Lourdes. 
She was nine months pregnant. 
She took her two youngest chil-
dren with her on the trip to the 
grotto, which was seven kilome-
tres away. She was acting on a 
sudden impulse, driven by des-
peration. In October 1856 she 
had climbed an oak tree to knock 

down acorns for her hogs. She 
had fallen from the tree. The 

doctor had been able to 
set the disabled arm, but 
two fingers on her right 
hand had remained par-
alysed and doubled up. It 
was a disaster for Cather-
ine because she could no 
longer spin, or knit, or do 
anything useful.

She witnessed the ap-
parition with her two 
little ones. Then she 

climbed to the back of the 
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fear of seeming too harsh, in situations when it 
would be more virtuous to assert their authority. 
This is one reason why there is so much shoddy 
workmanship, so much waste in government.  

While few of us will head a nation, most of us 
do have responsibility for guiding the actions of 
others, whether it’s our children, our students, 
or our subordinates at work. Blessed Karl, in his 
exalted position, gives us a uniquely clear pic-
ture of what these strong, adult virtues look like 
in practice.

Empress Zita testified that her husband care-
fully distinguished between the dignity due to 
his office and the humility with which he would 
endure personal offenses. During the tumultu-
ous days when his empire was crumbling, Karl 
was betrayed on every side, by some of his clos-
est associates, and by many who had reveled in 
court life and all the honors which had come to 
them only through his goodness. 

A sympathetic priest in Switzerland, Fr. Mau-
rus Carnot, tried to comfort him for all he had 
suffered. “I have already forgiven everyone for 
everything,” he said. Someone wondered, sup-
posing he returned to power, how he would 
deal with a traitor, who might seek to take ad-
vantage of this forgiveness. Karl explained, “As 
a Christian, of course I have forgiven him from 
my heart. But as King, I would have to punish 
him.”  Yet Karl, the just ruler, would always try 
to mitigate harsh sentences and to show mercy 
whenever he could.

As a father, Blessed Karl took the direction of 
his children very seriously. Visitors to the fami-
ly would often see him carry a small child into 
the chapel, tenderly fold the 
child’s tiny hands, and help 
him make the Sign of the Cross. 
During certain periods of their 
exile, he took over the educa-
tion of his children personally, 
and the older children reported 
that they never learned more 
than when he was their teacher. 
When to heal his heart prob-
lems, doctors ordered him to 
stay in bed, his children would 
gather around his bed, and Karl 
would tell them all about every 
bird, plant, and animal that they 
could see from the window. He 
often took long walks with his 
children, teaching them about 
everything under the sun. He 
would announce each day’s 
topic the night before, so that 
the children could prepare their 
ideas and questions. 

Whenever a child would inadvertently hurt 
himself, or be offended by something, he would 
remind him gently, “What is this compared to 
the suffering of Christ?” He would never allow 
his children to condemn anyone, even those 
who had brought the whole family to such ruin, 
explaining that his enemies did not enjoy the 
great blessing of the Catholic faith. He instilled 
in his children a deep love for the homeland, 
and all of its peoples.

Always discounting his own sufferings, Bless-
ed Karl would say, “Whatever I have suffered, 
my Lord and Savior has suffered much more.” 
Even in poverty, defeat, and humiliation, he 
would constantly say, “I am grateful to the dear 
God for all that He sends.” 

No one ever observed any bitterness in the em-
peror or heard him utter a single word against 
anyone, even his worst betrayers or persecutors. 
Instead, he made it his mission in exile to pray 
for his enemies and make reparation for their 
offenses against him, 
which were ultimately 
offenses against God.

While still in power, 
despite his heavy re-
sponsibilities, Blessed 
Karl had lived in a state 
of interior prayer. Even 
in the worst of times, he 
exuded a deep serenity, 
leading one witness to 
testify: “His face and his 
whole being seemed to 
say, ‘Thy Will be done.’” 
He prayed before every 
meeting, every decision. 
His day began with 
Holy Mass, and always 
included the Rosary, 
even when Zita had to 
interrupt him 15 min-
utes before midnight 
during an important 
meeting in order for 
him to say it. Tenderly 
devoted to Our Lady 
from earliest childhood, 
he had entrusted his 
marriage to her protec-
tion. He had complete-
ly worn out his rosary 
beads praying so many rosaries out on the front.

During his exile, Blessed Karl would spend 
hours in front of the Blessed Sacrament. “I’m 
in the presence of my King!” he told his aide, 
Karl Werkmann, who frequently used to see 
him enter the chapel alone and remain stand-
ing, for an interminable length of time, in rapt 
contemplation before a single station of the Way 
of the Cross. 

On his secret journey from Switzerland on 
his first restoration attempt, King Karl prayed 
alone for four hours during the night in St. Pe-
ter’s Church in Vienna before proceeding on 

into Hungary.
His life was also a constant sacrifice. All the 

enormous losses that he suffered he offered up 
“for his people.” Like the Fatima children, he 
also constantly looked for little mortifications 
that he might offer up. 

Once he explained to Zita that he always 
prayed about what action to take when there 
was a choice. If it became clear that each course 
of action would be equally acceptable to God, 
he would choose the one that gave him an op-
portunity to make a sacrifice. He and Zita were 
invited to watch the spectacular New Years 
fireworks in Madeira. At one point during the 
display, Zita looked at Karl. His eyes were cast 
down, his lips moving in prayer. She was deep-
ly moved to see “that he would give up even 
something so beautiful.”

Shortly before the second trip to Hungary, 
Karl said to Zita, “I have the 
feeling that the Lord is asking 
of us a great sacrifice.” When 
the restoration attempt failed, 
and they found themselves 
in Madeira, the nature of the 
sacrifice that God was seeking 
took on more and more clarity. 

He began to realize that God 
was inviting him to sacrifice 
his life for the salvation of his 
people. This was a terrible re-
quest to ask of someone who 
loved his wife as much as Karl 
did. Not just having to leave 
her but realizing how much 
she would be hurt. And then 
there were the little children—
seven of them, and one still on 
the way. And he would have to 
leave them in utter destitution! 
And not only his own family, 
but all the people of his lands, 

whom he loved as a father. But after weeks of 
intense inner struggle, he confided to Zita that 
he was now firmly convinced that God was in-
deed asking this sacrifice. “And I will do it!” he 
said finally.

That God accepted his sacrifice was shown a 
few months later when the emperor caught the 
flu, which deteriorated into pneumonia. Grad-
ually he reached a state of unspeakable agony, 
not only from the worsening symptoms, but 
also from all the excruciating treatments, ad-
ministered one on top of the other, in a desper-
ate attempt to save his life. Through weeks of 
mounting physical torture, no one ever heard 
from him a single complaint. All the virtues 
which Blessed Karl had developed to a heroic 
degree during his entire life shone with full bril-
liance during his last illness: kindness, patience, 
concern for others, courage, a generous willing-
ness to sacrifice and suffer for others, all united 
in the most lovable and endearing sweetness. 

Before receiving the 
Last Rites, after making 
a general confession, he 
called the priest back 
into the room, and de-
clared: “I forgive all 
my enemies, all those 
who have wronged me, 
and all who are work-
ing against me.” Later 
he added with great 
emphasis: “I forgive all 
my enemies. I want to 
continue to pray and to 
suffer for them.”

Karl made his illness a 
time of constant prayer. 
He prayed for his fam-
ily, and for the peoples 
of his empire, whom he 
loved as a father. “A fa-
ther’s prayer pierces the 
heavens,” he explained 
to Zita. 

“Some of my children 
have renounced the faith, 
others risk suffering the 
same fate. So I have to con-
tinually do battle before 
God in order to lead the 
first ones back and to keep 

the others safe.“
He prayed in expiation for the sins of his peo-

ple, and for their salvation. He prayed especial-
ly for his enemies. Never once did he pray for 
an alleviation of his sufferings, or even for a lit-
tle bit of relief. He continued to offer himself in 
as perfect a sacrifice as he could possibly make 
it.

He could not stop praying. During the last 
night of his life, overcome with exhaustion, he 
tried to rest, but said almost immediately, “I still 
have so much to pray for!” 

Karl & Fatima
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Karl, the father, on a walk
with two of his children

QUESTION:
Hi John,
I follow your newsletter and 

had a question that I’ve encoun-
tered on two occasions. Both were 
from “born again” evangelicals. 
The premise is that Christ was 
“rich” as in worldly possessions. 
They claim that even one of the 
disciples carried the money bags 
for Jesus. Further, Peter owned a 
fishing company. 

Many of this seems contradicto-
ry to my study of the Word and 
to many of Jesus’s teachings. They 
claim that Jesus, on the cross, was 
not only Sin, but poverty. So they 
say that growing in Christ, as you 
accept Him more, will not only 
make you spiritually wealthy, but 
also financially. 

I never looked into this as my 
study seemed to point the oppo-
site direction as His message, 
which seems to be about ignoring 
worldly riches. I figure you may 
have some insight on this?

As a Catholic, it is hard for me 
to ignore that The Church has 
amassed quite a fortune in its 
nearly 2000 years of existence. Is 
one of the promises of Christ, to 
be rich? I know St. Francis of As-
sisi gave up his wealth. In order 
to serve.  More rationalization to 
keep their preacher/minister rich? 

I thank you in advance for an in-
put you may have as I know your 
time is limited.

Warmest Regards,
Garret

RESPONSE:
Garret,
What these guys were trying 

to feed you is a load of gar-
bage. First of all, you need to 
realize that everything they 
said to you is simply 
their fallible, non-au-
thoritative, man-made, 
private interpretation 
of Scripture.  And their 
private fallible inter-
pretation carries no 
weight whatsoever.  
Should you run across 
these folks again, ask 
them this question: 
Is your interpretation 
of Scripture infallible?  And 
immediately follow-up that 
question with: And by what 
binding authority do you try 
and impose your interpretion 
of the Scriptures on me? 

The answer is, no, their in-
terpretation is not infallible 
and they do not have any au-
thority over you, or anyone 
else for that matter, by which 
to bind you to their fallible in-
terpretation of the Bible.  So, 
all you really have to say to 
them is, “Sorry, but I disagree 
with your fallible, man-made, 
private interpretation of Scrip-
ture.”

You could, however, also 
point out to them that nowhere 
does the Bible describe Jesus as 
being rich in terms of posses-
sions.  In fact, it indicates quite 
the opposite.  First, we see that 
the offering that Mary and Jo-
seph make when they take the 
baby Jesus to Jerusalem (Luke 
2:24), is the offering prescribed 
in the Old Testament for the 
poor (Lev 12:8).  So, Jesus did 
not come from a wealthy fam-
ily. 

Also, the Bible seems to indi-
cate that Jesus had no posses-
sions.  Luke 9:58, “And Jesus 
said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, 
and birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of Man has no-
where to lay His head.”  Well, 
if Jesus was rich, and owned 
property, then He did indeed 
have a place to lay His head.  
Furthermore, what does He 
tell His disciples when He 
sends them out to preach?  
Does He say, “Here, each of 
you take a bag of gold coins 
and go out to preach to the 
towns and villages, and make 
sure to buy everyone a good 
meal?”  No, He tells them to 
“Carry no purse, no bag, no 
sandals.”  And He further told 
them to remain in one house in 
whatever town they go to and 
to eat and drink “whatever 
they provide.”  He never said, 
“Find the best hotel and eat at 
the finest restaurants.” 

When Jesus asked the disci-
ples to feed the five thousand, 
what did they say?  “No prob-
lem, Jesus, we’ll go get some 
food and bring it back in a 
bit?”  No, they said, “Shall we 
go and buy two hundered de-
narii worth of bread and give 
it to them to eat?” (Mark 6:37).  
In other words, they didn’t 
have that kind of cash.  And 
when Jesus asked them what 
they did have in the way of 
food, they replied that they 
had only five loaves and two 
fish among them. 

 And why, if earthly riches 
were part of the reward for 
being a disciple of Jesus, did 
Jesus tell the rich young man 

to sell all that he had, give it to 
the poor, and then to come fol-
low Him (Matt 19:21-22)?  That 
makes no sense.  Jesus should 
have said, “C’mon, brother, 
we love having rich folks like 
you in our group.”  Or, He 
should have said, “Sell all that 
you have and give it to Me.”  
Furthermore, Jesus tells His 
disciples that it is harder for a 
camel to go through the eye of 
a needle than for a rich man to 
get into Heaven (Mark 10:25).  
Does any of that sound like 
something a person who was 
preaching the gospel of mate-
rial riches would say?  Has Joel 
Osteen ever told his flock that 
all they have to do to get that 
Mercedes they want is to sell 
everything they have and give 
it to the poor?

And, let’s not forget about 
the Parable of the Sower and 
the Seeds (Matt 13:1-9, 18-23).  
A man sows seeds and some of 
the seeds land on the path, oth-
ers on the rocky ground, oth-

ers among the thorns, 
and then still other 
seed fell on good soil. 
Jesus tells us that the 
seed that fell among 
the thorns represents 
those who hear the 
Word of God, but the 
cares of the world and 
the “delight in riches” 
choke the Word, and it 
proves unfruitful (Matt 

13:22).  Exactly how does that 
fit in with a gospel of material 
wealth?  It doesn’t. 

Now, regarding the “money 
bags” that one of the disciples 
carried for Jesus.  Well, that 
disciple just so happens to 
have been Judas.  And Scrip-
ture tells us that Judas seemed 
to be more focused on the ma-
terial things of this world than 
He was on the spiritual aspects 
of Jesus’ ministry.  We see this 
especially in John 12:4-6.  So, 
yes, Judas carried a money box 
(John 12:6). 

But, if these guys wish to 
model themselves after Judas, 
rather than Jesus or the other 
Apostles, tell them to go right 
ahead.  Besides, the money in 
the money box, in addition to 
being used to feed the poor 
(and Judas’ materialism), was 
used to feed Jesus and all of 
His disciples.  After all, they 
gave up everything they had 
to follow him (Matt 19:27), in-
cluding their jobs (Matt 4:20).  
They needed to eat, didn’t 
they?  Again, not a lifestyle 
that makes a whole lot of sense 
if Jesus is preaching a gospel of 
material riches in addition to 
spiritual riches.  So the money 
in the money box, which they 
undoubtedly received via do-
nations from supporters, was 
not used to make Jesus or any-
one else materially rich.  Any-
one who wishes to interpret 
it that way is really stretching 
the bounds of credulity.

And this thing about Peter 
owning a “fishing company.”  
Really?!  That’s like saying Jo-
seph owned a carpentry com-
pany.  Or that Matthew owned 
a tax accounting company.  
There is no evidence from 
Scripture that Peter was some 
sort of rich, fishing industry 
entrepreneur, who employed 
50 or more workers and there-
fore had to provide his em-
ployees with Obamacare.  But, 

even if he was, the Bible tells 
us that he gave it all up to fol-
low Jesus (Matt 4:20; 19:27).

Finally, in regard to your 
comment about the Church’s 
“fortune” that it has amassed.  
I have written on that before, 
so I will simply copy that re-
sponse below.  This was writ-
ten a few years back, but I 
would imagine that the num-
bers are still relatively close 
to how things are today. The 
link for that newsletter is here: 
http://www.biblechristianso-
ciety.com/newsletter/53-apol-
ogetics-for-the-masses-is-
sue-49

 
The “Wealth”
of the Vatican

“Contrary to popular im-
pression, the Vatican is a spar-
tan operation. Its annual op-
erating budget is about $277 
million. The University of No-
tre Dame’s annual operating 
budget, by comparison, is $700 
million. The Vatican’s endow-
ment is about $770 million. By 
contrast, the University of No-
tre Dame’s endowment is $3.1 
billion. The Holy See is indeed 
in need of financial support 
from the Catholic world, and 
American Catholics usually 
supply about 25 percent of the 
annual operating budget.

What about the artwork—
the Pietà, the Raphael frescoes, 
and so on? These treasures are 
literally priceless, but they ap-
pear on the Vatican books with 
a value of one euro. According 
to the [laws] of the Vatican 
City State, they may never be 
sold or borrowed against.”

The “wealth” of the Vati-
can has accumulated over the 
centuries and is basically art 
work, historical documents, 
and buildings. The Vatican 
views these buildings, histor-
ical documents, and works of 
art as belonging to all peoples 
– they are merely under the 
care of the Vatican. They are 
not for sale because the Vati-
can doesn’t view them as its 
personal property to sell. Why 
not sell all the works of art in 
the Louvre? Or in New York’s 
Metropolitan Museum of Art? 
Why not sell the Mona Lisa 
to feed the poor? Why don’t 
museums sell off their Rem-
brandts and Van Goghs and 
Picassos to feed the poor?

“About 20 years ago, Peter 
Drucker, the management 
consultant, concluded that the 
three most efficient organiza-
tions in history were General 
Motors, the 19th-century Prus-
sian Army, and the Catholic 
Church. He put the Church on 
his list because it manages to 
hold a worldwide organization 
together with an exceptionally 
small central headquarters. 
For the 1.1 billion Catholics, 
there are about 1,700 people 
working in the [Vatican]. As 
Drucker pointed out, if the 
same ratio were applied to our 
government in Washington, 
D.C., there would be 500 fed-
eral employees working in the 
capital, as opposed to roughly 
500,000.”

So, just give people the facts, 
and tell them not to believe the 
lies. By the way, if they are crit-
ical of the Vatican, are they also 
critical of the Temple of Solo-
mon? By all accounts, the Tem-
ple of Solomon makes the Vat-
ican look like the poor house. 
Should the Israelites not have 
built the Temple of Solomon? 
Should they have used all the 
resources that went into it to 
feed the poor instead?

Note: The first two paragraphs, 
and the next-to-last paragraph 
were taken in their entirety from 
an essay by John L. Allen, Jr., 
who is the Vatican correspondent 
for the National Catholic Report-
er and author of All the Pope’s 
Men: The Inside Story of How 
the Vatican Really Thinks (2004). 
His essay is drawn from a talk, 
sponsored by the Church in the 
21st Century Initiative, that he 
delivered in Gasson 100 (Boston 
College) on October 18.

* * *
BibleChristianSociety.com
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[See KARL & FATIMA, Pg. 7]

The Rosary of Emperor Karl
[Credit: gebetsliga.com/menü/wander-reliquie]

Blessed Karl, kneeling
in prayer before his Master

Visit Gebetsliga.org
& EmperorCharles.org
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On April 1, 1922, he died in the 
presence of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, still praying: “Thy Will be 
done. Jesus! Jesus! Come!”

Bishop Graber wrote: 
“It is gripping when one reads in 

the life of the two young seers Jacin-
ta and Francisco what heroic sacri-
fices of penance and mortification 
they lay on themselves; however it is 
even more gripping when an emperor 
takes suffering upon himself … [and] 
makes the heroic decision to offer his 
life to God in expiation, as Emperor Karl …really 
has done.” 

The campaign of slander launched by the dark 
forces against the Emperor continued unabated 
after his death, and in fact continues to this day. 
About this phenomenon, Bishop Graber also 
asks, “Is it not the same with Fatima? The same Ma-
sonic circles who were a thorn in the eye to the true 
Catholic ruler have also tried everything to bring 
Fatima to destruction.”

The Uniting of the Two Causes

To discover the roots of the Cause for Emper-
or Karl, we must go way back to 1895, to the 
prophecy of Mother Vincentia: “. . . he will be-
come emperor, he will have to suffer greatly, 
and will be a special target of hell.” 

Though it seemed unlikely at the time that 
little Karl would ever become emperor, a small 
group of people in the area did take her premo-
nition to heart and begin to pray for him. Twen-
ty years later, their mission took on urgency as 
events played out just as predicted, and Karl’s 
life became ever more tragic, ending in his early 
and painful death. 

By this time the prayer group was 
much larger, claiming members 
throughout the empire. They decided 
not to disband when the emperor died, 
but rather to continue the mission to 
which he had devoted his sufferings in 
exile and his sacrificial death: praying 
and making reparation for his people. 

 This drawing illustrates their inten-
tion.  A wreath in honor of Emperor 
Karl displays the words, 

“Faithful to your example, we make 
reparation to the Heart of Jesus, from 
the Prayer League of the countries of 
your homeland.”

This group was given official status 
by the Church in June 1925. Members pledged 
themselves to make reparation for all sins and 
offenses committed against God and against le-
gitimate earthly authority, and to pray for peace 
among the peoples and nations of the World. 

 They chose as their motto “Oratio et Satis-
factio” (prayer and expiation), and formalized 
their name as the Emperor Karl Prayer League 
for Peace Among Nations. 

Meanwhile, on Easter Sunday, exactly one 
year after the emperor’s death, Wilhelm Miklas, 
who had worked under him in the government 
and later became President of Austria, had writ-
ten to Cardinal Piffl, the Archbishop of Vienna, 
requesting that he officially begin the process 
toward the beatification and canonization of 
Emperor Karl. It was only natural that the Em-

peror Karl Prayer League, whose 
focus was already on Karl, was 
chosen as the agent to promote 
his Cause, and to gather testimo-
ny at the local level. 

When Germany overran Austria 
in 1938, one of the first people to 
be arrested, imprisoned, and to 
die at Dachau was the League’s 
charismatic leader in Vienna, 
Hans Karl Zessner-Spitzenberg. 

Terrified, and frantic to shield 
everyone else identified with the 

group from the Nazis, a secretary burned all the 
records that had been collected over 20 years. 
After World War II, they basically had to start 
all over again.

During a gathering of the reconstituted League 
on November 13, 1948, the Cause of the Servant 
of God Karl was placed under the protection 
of Our Lady of Fatima. To Karl of Austria was 
entrusted the peace of the world. The League 
members looked to Mary for the answer to their 
prayer for Karl’s beatification, and to Karl’s in-
tercession for the fulfillment of Mary’s requests 
at Fatima. 

They offered two reasons for entwining the 
two: 

First, Karl and Our Lady of Fatima shared the 
same goals—both offered peace plans in 1917, 
both were concerned not only about the horren-
dous loss of life but about the loss of souls, both 
saw the tragedy of a world turning from God, 
and both foresaw the evils that would spread 
through the world from Russia. They both 
would find vindication in the world peace and 
the triumph of the Immaculate Heart promised 
after the conversion of Russia. 

Second, the League found that its motto, “Ora-
tio et Satisfactio”—Prayer and Expiation—
described both the essence of Fatima spir-
ituality and Karl’s perfect fulfillment of it. 

In 1949, the Cause for Emperor Karl 
moved to Rome. As part of the beatifica-
tion process, his tomb in Madeira was 
opened in 1972, fifty years after his death, 
and his body was found incorrupt. Besides 
the usual rigor of the canonical investiga-
tive process in those days, the Vatican re-
cruited a special historical commission to 
help them scrutinize the life of this public 
figure, whose decisions had affected the 
destinies of men and nations. 

Finally, on October 3, 2004, Emperor Karl 
was declared Blessed. Members of the Em-

peror Karl Prayer League have to believe that 
this glorious day came about through the inter-
cession of Our Lady of Fatima.  

 Now we encourage all devotees of Our Lady 
of Fatima to call upon Blessed Karl as a most 
powerful patron and intercessor. Who better to 
pray with us to hasten the day of Our Lady’s 
triumph over the forces of Hell that continue to 
assail them both? Who better to intercede for 
the consecration of Russia, the release of her 
Third Secret, and the long-awaited World Peace 
promised by the Queen of Peace, than the Peace 
Emperor, Blessed Karl. 

* * *
† Blessed Karl, ora pro nobis

† Venerable Zita, ora pro nobis

It’s hard to believe we’ve 
lived in the tiny town of Mul-
hall, Oklahoma, for just over 
six years now and except for 
our next door neighbors and 
the postmaster, we don’t really 
know anybody.  Save for the 
post office which is only open 
a couple of hours each morn-
ing, a grade school into which 
farm kids are bussed in from 
the northern half of the coun-
ty and a tiny café that serves 
oil field workers in the 
area, there’s no real 
place to congregate.

According to census 
records, most of Mul-
hall’s residents are re-
tired.  Most of the few 
working age people 
commute to jobs in 
Oklahoma City or Still-
water.

I was one of those 
commuters, too, until just a 
few weeks ago when I left my 
job selling advertising for a 
radio network based in Okla-
homa City.  To pay the bills, I 
backslid into freelance writing 
and photography, two crafts 
which kept me fed and shel-
tered reasonably well before 
I married my wife 30 years 
ago.  The feast or famine na-
ture of freelancing in flyover 
country as opposed to media 
centers like New York, Chica-
go or L.A., made it a headache 
to raise a family, so I spent 
most of the last three decades 
“working for the man” as the 
hippies used to say.

With our house now paid off 
and three of our four children 
up and out, the worries that 
come with intermittent pay-
checks are far fewer than what 
they had been for a long time.

So, I made the jump.
Which is why for the first 

time in the last six years that 
I found myself at the win-
dow in the post office picking 
up a package and getting ac-
quainted with the postmaster, 
lamenting the fact that I didn’t 
really know anyone in town 
and that I hoped to rectify that 
oversight soon.

“You’re in luck,” she said, 
“you’re just in time for rush 
hour.”

And, moments later, true to 
her word, a steady stream of 
mostly older men and wom-
en shuffled their way into the 
post office, checked their mail 
boxes and then took a moment 
to visit with Trina, the post-
master.

She kindly introduced me 
to each visitor and gave me 
a little background.  Tidbits 
like:  “Marilyn’s lived here 

her whole life.  She taught in 
the old grade school until the 
tornado took it in ’99 and she 
retired.”  Or “Charlie met his 
wife working at Tinker Air 
Force Base in World War II.  
He came here with her after 
the war and took over working 
her daddy’s farm.  Been here 
ever since.”

Several of them shook my 
hand but eyed me with suspi-
cion until Trina grounded me 
in their world, “James and his 
wife live up in the old White 
place at the top of the hill.”

With that revelation, their 
gazes softened and the 
handshakes became a 
little more firm.

In just a few minutes I 
managed to meet more 
than a dozen people, 
including pastors from 
two of the five churches 
serving the town’s 298 
residents.  Within two 
blocks of our house are 
a Methodist church, a 

Baptist church, a Presbyteri-
an church and two which bill 
themselves as non-denomi-
national Christian churches.  
Each pastor warmly invited 
me to his services, assuring me 
their congregations were most 
welcoming.  

I had no doubt that they were 
as there seemed to be no lack 
of cars in front of each church 
on Sunday mornings.

“Do you have a church home, 
son?” one of the men asked.

“Well, yes…”
“James and his wife are Cath-

olic,” Trina interjected quickly.  
The only ones in town.

“You don’t say,” the pas-
tor said as if he were viewing 
some sort of oddity.  “Well, 
that don’t make me no never-
mind.  My preachin’s for Cath-
olics, too.”

We shared a laugh, shook 
hands all around again and the 
pastors left, leaving Trina and 
me alone.

Back in the early days of 
Mulhall after the Land Run 
when several hundred people 
lived here, there had been a 
Catholic church here.  In fact, 
at one time, there had been 
two of them.  The last one 
closed about 50 years ago, just 
after Vatican II.

Which is why, after moving 
to town in July of 2011 after a 
tornado wiped our farm off the 
map, we have been driving 80 
miles roundtrip every Sunday 
to get to church.  There are a 
few Catholic churches closer in 
Guthrie, Perry, Stillwater and 
Edmond, but none of them of-
fers the traditional Latin Mass.  
Following some bad experi-
ences with parishes devoted to 
the contemporary Mass early 
in our family’s history, Janel 

and I made a conscious choice 
to raise our children tradition-
ally.

And, judging from their 
faith, devotion, morals, man-
ners and attitudes when com-
pared to their contemporary 
peers, it appears to have made 
all the difference. 

“You know,” Trina said, “if 
you really want to be part of 
the community, you and Janel 
ought to take a few Sundays 
and visit each of the local 
churches.  It would be really 
good for you.”

“But it would be really bad 
for us to miss Mass.”

“But you wouldn’t be strang-
ers anymore and you’d still be 
going to church.  My husband 
was Catholic… is Catholic, 
and he quit going to Mass af-
ter we moved here seven years 
ago.  He goes to my church 
now.  We all believe the same 
things, don’t we?”

An awkward silence ensued 
as I so much wanted to scream, 
“No, we don’t all believe the 
same things and that’s why we 
can’t go to church here!” but it 
would have done neither of us 
any good.  Instead, I politely 
thanked her for her hospitality 
and vowed I’d be back another 
day to visit.

But, so far, I haven’t gone 
back.  I haven’t quite figured 
out how to fight the preva-
lent-but-mistaken notion that 
one religion is every bit as 
good as another as long as one 
is nice.  For decades now even 
the highest level Catholic cler-
ics have done nothing to dispel 
that myth and, in many cases, 
have encouraged it.  It is my 
firm belief that vast numbers 
of souls will be lost for all eter-
nity due to their cowardice.

And mine.
Had I put the best interests 

of my neighbors first the oth-
er day, I would have politely 
and charitably told them the 
truth:  while good fellowship 
and bible teaching are laud-
able in themselves, they have 
no power to save anyone.  It 
is only sanctifying grace that 
flows through the sacraments 
established by Christ that can 
save.  And that grace is free-
ly available to all who would 
seek it in the one true Church 
He founded.

Looking back on it, in my 
desire to be seen as a good 
neighbor, I passed up a golden 
opportunity to speak the truth.  
In so doing I let my neighbors 
down.  I was anything but a 
good neighbor.

So it is for their sakes and for 
mine that I have been praying 
that God will grant me anoth-
er opportunity to correct my 
error and become a truly good 
neighbor.

James Apel

by James Apel
For oremus Press

Letting My Neighbors Down

Karl & Fatima
[Continued from Pg. 6]

“Karl and 
Our Lady 
of Fatima 

shared 
the same 
goals—

both 
offered 
peace 

plans in 
1917.”

CNA/EWTN News — Repub-
lican presidential nominee 
Donald Trump has released a 
list of 33 prominent conserva-
tive Catholic advisers for his 
campaign, according to reports 
from Philly.com, a website of 
The Inquirer and Daily News.

The announcement comes in 
the midst of a highly conten-
tious election season and at a 
time when Trump is struggling 
in the polls among Catholic vot-
ers, according to some reports.

Among the released names of 
advisers are former Republican 
Sen. Rick Santorum, who ran 
for president in 2012 and 2016. 
When he left the race in Feb-
ruary, Santorum originally en-
dorsed Sen. Marco Rubio. When 
Rubio left the race in March, 
Santorum endorsed Trump, cit-
ing the vacant Supreme Court 
seat as a key reason.

Another key person reported 
as a new Catholic adviser for 
Trump is Joseph Cella, founder 
of the National Catholic Prayer 
Breakfast who reportedly will 
be the chief liaison to the Trump 
campaign for Catholic affairs.

Notably, Cella is a signatory 
of “An Appeal to Our Fellow 
Catholics”, an open letter writ-
ten by George Weigel and Rob-
ert P. George in March during 
the primaries and signed by 
more than 30 Catholic intel-
lectual and readers, including 
Robert George, law professor 
at Princeton University; Mary 
Rice Hasson, director of the 
Catholic Women’s Forum at the 
Ethics and Public Policy Center; 
and Thomas Farr, director of 
the Religious Freedom Project 

at Georgetown University.
The letter denounced Trump 

as a man “manifestly unfit to be 
president of the United States” 
who has “driven our politics 
down to new levels of vulgari-
ty.” Citing Trump’s ethnic prej-
udices, promises to punish the 
families of terrorists, and his 
sudden about-face on pro-life 
issues, among other issues, the 
signatories pleaded with Cath-
olics not to vote for Trump in 
the primaries.

The new list of Trump’s Cath-
olic advisers also reportedly 
includes Tom Monaghan of 
Michigan, founder of Domino’s 
Pizza and the Ave Maria Uni-
versity; Marjorie Dannenfelser, 
president of the anti-abortion 
group Susan B. Anthony List; 
Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback; 
Matt Schlapp, president of the 
American Conservative Union; 

former Oklahoma Gov. Frank 
Keating (R); U.S. Rep. Steve 
Chabot, Republican of Ohio; 
Jim Nicholson, former Repub-
lican national chairman, sec-
retary of veterans affairs and 
ambassador to the Vatican; and 
longtime conservative leader 
Richard Viguerie.

The election season has thus 
far been a tumultuous one for 
Catholics, as leaders such as 
Archbishop Charles Chaput of 
Philadelphia have noted.

“Only God knows the human 
heart, so I presume that both 
major candidates for the White 
House this year intend well 
and have a reasonable level of 
personal decency behind their 
public images. But I also believe 
that each candidate is very bad 
news for our country, though in 
different ways,” he said at the 
University of Notre Dame ear-
lier this month.

“One candidate, in the view of 
a lot of people, is a belligerent 
demagogue with an impulse 
control problem. And the other, 
also in the view of a lot of peo-
ple, is a criminal liar, uniquely 
rich in stale ideas and bad pri-
orities,” he added.

Many Catholic leaders contin-
ue to debate whether Catholics 
can in good conscience vote for 
Trump, following the voting 
guidelines laid out by the Unit-
ed States Bishops.

The first debate between 
Trump and Democratic presi-
dential nominee Hillary Clin-
ton took place Sept. 26 at Hof-
stra University on Long Island 
in New York.

CatholicNewsAgency.com

Trump names 33 conservative 
Catholics as new advisers

Donald Trump at the Repub-
lican National Convention in 
Cleveland, Ohio, July 18-21, 

2016. Credit: Addie Mena/CNA.

Held at the Washington 
Hilton, nearly 3,000 people 
packed the huge room. Near 
the dais were the president 
and first lady, along with the 
vice president and his wife, 
and a select few VIPs, includ-
ing Supreme Court justices 
and the highest-ranking mem-
bers of Congress.

Unlike in typical years, where 
the keynoter sits among the as-
sembled and waits for others 
to finish before his or her turn, 
Mother Teresa emerged from 
a curtain behind the platform 
only when she was called and 
then slowly hunched her way 
to the microphone. Hillary 
said in her memoir, “Living 
History,” she was struck by 
how tiny she was, wearing 
only socks and sandals in the 
bitter cold.

The title of the talk was 
“Whatever You Did Unto One 
of the Least, You Did Unto 
Me.” She began by talking 
about Jesus and John the Bap-
tist in their wombs, about their 
mothers, Mary and Elizabeth, 
and how the “unborn child” in 
the womb of Elizabeth—John 
the Baptist—leapt for joy as he 
felt the presence of Christ in 
the room when Mary entered 
to speak to Elizabeth.

Hillary might have seen 

what was coming.
She next spoke of love, of self-

ishness, of a lack of love for the 
unborn—and a lack of want of 
the unborn because of one’s 
selfishness. Jesus, said the sis-
ter, who brought joy while still 
in the womb of Mary, had died 
on the cross “because that is 
what it took for him to do good 
to us—to save us from our self-
ishness in sin.”

Peggy Noonan, the former 
Reagan speechwriter and a 
pro-life Catholic, was there. 
She says that by this point in 
the talk some attendees began 
shifting in their seats, as a lot 
of what the lady from Kolkata 
had to say was striking too 
close to home.

Then the sister said some-
thing that made everyone very 
uncomfortable: “But I feel that 
the greatest destroyer of peace 
today is abortion, because Je-
sus said, ‘If you receive a lit-
tle child, you receive Me.’ So 
every abortion is the denial of 
receiving Jesus, the neglect of 
receiving Jesus.”

Here, Noonan described a 
“cool deep silence” that en-
veloped the room, but only for 
a brief moment, and then ap-
plause started on the right side 
of the room and then spread 
throughout the crowd, as peo-
ple began clapping and stand-
ing; the ballroom was swept 
up in nonstop applause, which 
Noonan says lasted five to six 

minutes.
Yet some did not clap at all. 

Hillary Clinton did not, and 
neither did her husband; nor 
did Vice President Al Gore 
and Tipper Gore. They sat 
there, in the glare of the hot 
lights, all eyes in the crowd 
fixed upon them, as they tried 
not to move or be noticed, 
conspicuous in their lack of re-
sponse, clearly uncomfortable 
as the applause raged on.

The tiny, weak, aged lady 
was only warming up. She 
had seen and experienced real 
suffering and couldn’t care 
less about making momen-
tarily uncomfortable a crowd 
of a few thousand financially 
comfortable people who had 
never known real material 
deprivation and whose only 
crisis each morning was traffic 
or a long line at Starbucks.

She returned to that selfish-
ness point:

“By abortion, the mother 
does not learn to love, but kills 
even her own child to solve 
her problems. [Abortion is] 
really a war against the child, 
and I hate the killing of the 
innocent child, murder by the 
mother herself. And if we ac-
cept that the mother can kill 
even her own child, how can 
we tell other people not to kill 
one another? … Any country 
that accepts abortion is not 

Teresa and Hillary
[Continued from Pg. 1]

[See MOTHER, Pg. 8]

Pilgrims watching the Miracle of the Sun, Fatima, Portugal, 1917
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St. Margaret Mary Alacoque,
pray for us

A MEDITATION
By Cardinal Newman

God has created me to do 
Him some definite service; He 
has committed some work to 
me which He has not commit-
ted to another. I have my mis-
sion — I may never know it in 
this life, but I shall be told it in 
the next.

I am a link in a chain, a bond 
of connection between per-
sons. He has not created me 
for naught. I shall do good. I 
shall do His work. I shall be 
an angel of peace, a preacher 
of truth in my own place while 
not intending it — if I do but 
keep His Commandments.

Therefore I will trust Him. 
Whatever, wherever I am. I 
can never be thrown away. If 
I am in sickness, my sickness 
may serve Him; in perplexity, 
my perplexity may serve Him; 
if I am in sorrow, my sorrow 
may serve Him. He does noth-
ing in vain. He knows what He 
is about. He may take away 
my friends, He may throw 
me among strangers. He may 
make me feel desolate, make 
my spirits sink, hide my fu-
ture from me —still He knows 
what He is about.

St. Raphael the Archangel,
pray for us
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teaching its people to love one 
another, but to use violence 
to get what they want. This is 
why the greatest destroyer of 
love and peace is abortion.”

The little nun was doing what 
pro-choicers find unacceptable 
and might have booed out of 
the room if not for her moral 
authority. She kept describing 
abortion as “killing.”

She concluded by asking 
for prayers for her ministry, 
by asking for the blessing of 
God’s love and by telling the 
3,000 that she would pray for 
them and their families: “God 
bless you all.” She then parted 
as she came, through the cur-
tain behind the platform.

Throughout the talk’s high 
points on abortion—the raw 
nerve—the Clintons and Gores 
remained in stone silence. One 
attendee, a pro-life Catholic 
and high-level appointee in 
the Reagan administration, lat-
er told me: “It was an outrage, 
an abomination, very rude. 
Mrs. Clinton in particular just 
sat there. I will never forget 
that moment. It told me all I 
needed to know about her.”

To his credit, Bill Clinton re-
alized that his behavior and 
that of his wife and the others 
was indeed rude. According to 
Spink, he apologized to Moth-
er Teresa after the speech.

Hillary responded later that 
day—sort of. In commenting 
on Mother Teresa’s remarks, 
she must have briefly given 
the nun hope that she, too, 
would speak on behalf of the 
unborn when she began, “I 
have always believed that 
Christ wanted us to be joyous, 
to look at the face of creation 
and to know that there was 
more joy than any of us could 
imagine.”

As the “Champion of Calcut-
ta” held her breath, however, 
she was disappointed, as Mrs. 
Clinton did what she has long 
done—applied the thought 
very selectively, restricted it 
solely to her understanding 
of economics, not unborn life, 
as she followed: “Or as Moth-
er Teresa told us this morn-
ing, to see the joy on the face 
of a homeless beggar, who is 
picked up off the street and 
brought in to die, says joyous-
ly, ‘Thank you.’”

Hillary’s remarks were an 
extraordinary example of psy-
chological-ideological com-
partmentalization, a surreal 
mastery of ignoring the obvi-
ous, of hearing only what one 
wants to hear.

Mother Teresa had come to 
give a major moral statement 
on abortion and did so in a 
way that shocked the entire 
crowd. And then Clinton flatly 
ignored the entire message in 
her follow-up remarks, care-
fully lifting a smaller item from 
the nun’s address, one with 
which she agreed, then placed 
it fully out of its context and 
used it for an entirely separate 
political purpose with which 
she was politically satisfied. 
Her reaction was inexpressibly 
strange, but no surprise.

And it was not like Clinton 
did not get the point.

“She [Mother Teresa] had 
just delivered a speech against 
abortion,” explained Clinton 

in assessing the keynote ad-
dress in her memoirs, almost 
10 years later. In the minutes 
after the talk, said Hillary, the 
nun persisted, taking the abor-
tion issue directly to Hillary’s 
face: “[S]he wanted to talk to 
me,” said the first lady. “Moth-
er Teresa was unerringly di-
rect. She disagreed with my 
views on a woman’s right to 
choose and told me so.”

In other words, there was no 
mistaking the message that 
day, nor that Hillary got it un-
erringly.

On the other hand, Hillary 
later, perhaps upon further 
reflection with the help of 
an aide, identified a crucial 
component of the speech that 
she did not need to take out 
of context to find common 
ground: Mother Teresa had 
said: “Please don’t kill the 
child. I want the child. Give 
me the child. I’m willing to ac-
cept any child who would be 
aborted and to give that child 
to a married couple who will 
love the child and be loved by 
the child.” Echoing the Mal-
colm Muggeridge phrase that 
introduced her to the West, 
Mother Teresa said, “I will tell 
you something beautiful. We 
are fighting abortion by adop-
tion.”

Now that was something 
that Hillary could applaud. 
Babies outside the womb, by 
her reckoning, merit her and 
society’s protection.

In the course of one of their 
subsequent conversations, 
Clinton made clear to Mother 
Teresa that while she support-
ed legalized abortion, she also 
wanted to see more adoptions, 
presumably as an alternative. 
The nun told the first lady she 
had placed more than 3,000 
orphaned babies into adoptive 
homes in India. Hillary said 
she would like to visit the or-
phanage in New Delhi. A year 
later, she and daughter Chel-
sea did just that, visiting one 
of the Missionary of Charity 
homes in New Delhi, a facility 
that, said Hillary, “would not 
have passed inspection in the 
U.S.” because there were too 
many cribs crowded together.

Mother Teresa informed the 
first lady of her goal of estab-
lishing a home in Washington, 
where mothers could take care 
of their babies until they found 
adoptive or foster homes. In 
turn, Hillary went to bat for 
her, rounding up pro bono law-

yers to do legal work, fighting 
through the bureaucracy of the 
District of Columbia and doing 
what she could to lend a hand 
to create a home for infant chil-
dren near Chevy Chase Circle, 
just over the Washington, D.C., 
line. She telephoned com-
munity leaders and pastors 
from nearby Baptist, Catholic, 
Episcopal and Presbyterian 
churches, calling them to the 
White House to see where and 
how they could help. Moving 
the bureaucracy, said Hillary, 
turned out to be harder than 
she had imagined.

Regardless, Hillary Clinton 
apparently helped quite a bit.

Mother Teresa was equally 
relentless on her end. When 
she felt the project was lagging, 
she sent a letter to the first 
lady, checking on the progress. 
“She sent emissaries to spur 
me on,” recalled Hillary. “She 
called me from Vietnam, she 
called me from India, always 
with the same message: When 
do I get my center for babies?”

On June 19, 1995, the shel-
ter for children opened, the 
Mother Teresa Home for In-
fant Children. This led to a 
photo op of Hillary and Moth-
er Teresa clasping hands in the 
newly decorated nursery and 
smiling at one another. A re-
porter could not resist asking 
the uncomfortable question: 
Yes, conceded the first lady, 
of course they had discussed 
their “philosophical differenc-
es” over abortion.

Mother Teresa, ever the 
peacemaker, stepped in to 
underscore where the focus 
should be at that particular 
moment, namely, on where 
they agreed: “We want to save 
the children,” she said. The 
nun, slow and frail, held Hil-
lary’s arm as they toured the 
facility, examining the freshly 
painted nursery and rows of 
bassinets awaiting infants.

This was not the end of the 
relationship, which Hillary has 
always looked back upon with 
fondness. In the short time she 
had left on earth, Mother Tere-
sa continued to try to change 
Clinton’s view on abortion. 
According to Hillary, “she 
sent me dozens of notes and 
messages with the same gentle 
entreaty.” She dealt with the 
first lady with patience and 
kindness, but firm conviction: 
“Mother Teresa never lectured 
or scolded me; her admoni-
tions were always loving and 

heartfelt,” wrote Hillary, add-
ing that she had “the greatest 
respect for her opposition to 
abortion.” Mother Teresa saw 
in Hillary a potentially huge 
convert to the pro-life cause, 
and never gave up, but to no 
avail.

Two years after their tour 
through the foster home in 
Chevy Chase, on a Friday, 
Sept. 5, 1997, Mother Teresa’s 
heart beat its last. The funeral 
Mass was held at St. Thom-
as Church in Middleton Row, 
Kolkata. Hillary Clinton was 
there.

After the memorial service, 
Clinton unexpectedly found 
herself invited to a private 
meeting at the motherhouse, 
the headquarters of the order 
founded by Mother Teresa. 
As the nuns formed a circle 
around the coffin, where they 
stood in silent meditation, 
one of them, Sister Nirmala, 
mother’s successor, asked the 
first lady if she would offer 
a prayer. Later confessing to 
feeling inadequate to do so, 
Hillary hesitated and then 
bowed her head and thanked 
God for “the privilege” of hav-
ing known this “tiny, forceful, 
saintly woman.”

It was a complex, intriguing, 
touching, but also frustrating 
relationship. What to make of 
all of this today?

Well, tragically, Hillary Clin-
ton has become far more fa-
natical for “abortion rights” 
(and for redefining marriage 
and the ever-expanding 
“LGBTQ” agenda)—and at 
the expense of religious liber-
ty—than Mother Teresa could 
have foreseen. Or maybe she 
did foresee it. Maybe the little 
nun saw it coming. Maybe she 
perceived that Hillary Clinton 
was poised to one day have an 
even greater impact. Perhaps 
something spoke to her. And 
perhaps a sign of her genuine 
saintliness was her vigorous 
attempt to reach out to Hillary 
Clinton and try to salvage, if 
not improve, the road ahead.

With her canonization, Cath-
olics might look to Mother 
Teresa now for some formal 
intercession, as Mrs. Clinton’s 
trajectory increasingly fore-
shadows a dark future for the 
unborn and for religious liber-
ty in America.

* * *
More at

visionandvalues.org
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grotto, to the source of the little 
stream of water that now flowed 
to the Gave. She plunged her hand 
into the water and felt a wave of 
softness flow over her. The bent 
fingers had suddenly regained 
their suppleness. 

A violent labour-pain cut short 
her prayer of thanksgiving. She 
murmured: ‘Holy Virgin who 
has just cured me, let me get 
back home!’ Quickly she grabbed 
the two children by the hand and 
hurried over the seven kilometres 
to Loubajac. When she got home, 
she went into labour without any 
help and ‘almost without pain.’ 
The midwife, alerted hastily, ar-
rived only in time to hear the first 
cry of the newborn babe. It was a 
boy, to be named Jean-Baptiste. 
He would become a priest.

Although Mary said noth-
ing to Bernadette at first, and 
often said very few words, 
Bernadette’s first reaction was 
to take her rosary out of her 
pocket and begin to pray. By 
doing so she began to fulfill 
without even being told to do 
so the first part of the message 
of Lourdes: pray and do pen-
ance for sinners. So insistent 
was our mother Mary on the 
point of penance that she said 
it unmistakably and simply, 
“Penance, penance, penance!” 
So many want to take away 
from Lourdes a physical heal-
ing, or an answer to some oth-
er prayer request. How many 
want to hear the whole mes-
sage of Mary at Lourdes and 
make it a permanent part of 
their lives? We must pray and 
do penance for ourselves and 

for other sinners.
Over the many years the 

shrine grounds of Lourdes 
have seen much development. 

There is a building dedicat-
ed exclusively to hearing con-
fessions, with a quiet simple 
chapel on the top floor which 
almost nobody knows is there. 
It was consistently empty, but 
the Blessed Sacrament was re-
served there, making it an ex-
cellent place to pray. 

The main gift shop had a 
good section completely in 
English. There is a truly mar-
velous larger-than-life stations 
of the cross for the physically 
sturdy on the steep hill right 
across the road from the grotto 
and three churches. There is a 
truly modern and awful Sta-
tions of the Cross about a 15 
minute walk from the grotto, 
accessible by wheelchair. It is 
not worth your time. There is a 
small modern church closer to 
the grotto, with an adoration 
chapel. Both are very ugly.

There is a second basilica, 
completely underground, 
where the Blessed Sacrament 
procession is held on rainy 
days, and it is also the end-
ing point for the same pro-
cession on good days. It took 
several days to learn that the 
procession starts at the grot-
to and ends in this enormous 
(and enormously ugly) under-
ground basilica.

However, the procession 
and Benediction service were 
always well done, and even 
while they accommodate 
many language groups and 
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CANDLELIGHT Procession at Lourdes [Image: us.france.fr]

use screens to aid partici-
pation, the Eucharistic Pro-
cession and Benediction are 
something to attend every day 
that you are in Lourdes. In-
deed, the majority of healings 
are said to happen during the 
Eucharistic Procession, rather 
than at the baths.

The nightly candlelight rosa-
ry processions are something 
that you must experience to 
understand.

The procession begins in a 
massive throng in the general 
area of the grotto, goes past 
the large outdoor crucifix, 
and continues on for a long 
way until the extreme end 
of the property is reached. It 
then loops back towards the 
basilica, and ends there at the 
massive lower staircase that 
stretches before the lower 
church.

The whole procession can 
easily take an hour. It opens 
with the Credo sung in Lat-
in, and with the rosary led in 
many languages. You just an-
swer in your own language 
at the appropriate time, and 
enjoy the spectacle of the im-
mense throng and all the can-
dles burning in the late eve-
ning light. 

If you go to Lourdes, go as a 
pilgrim, not as a tourist. Pre-
pare your soul by learning 
about the apparitions. I rec-
ommend Fr. René Laurentin’s 
work, Bernadette of Lourdes, 
for this purpose.

Mary asked for pilgrimag-
es, although it is commonly 
believed (even Fr. Laurentin 

makes this mistake) that she 
asked for processions. A pil-
grimage is a penitential spiri-
tual journey, normally made to 
thank God for some grace re-
ceived, or to petition Him for 
some favor.

The most unedifying expe-
rience I had was an English 
speaking (not American, and 
not necessarily British) group 
of tourists who were, for a few 
unpleasant days, at the same 
hotel as me. They had nightly 
modern music playing as they 
enjoyed drinks downstairs. 
The leader of the group asked 
me once if I could sing them a 
song that evening! I fear they 
were among the few who left 
Lourdes as spiritually poor as 

they arrived, if not worse.
A final excellent feature 

about Lourdes for traditional 
Catholics is the presence of 
two priests of the Fraternity of 
St. Peter, Fr. Nicolas du Chaxel 
and Fr. Jacques Olivier.

Fr. du Chaxel studied for 
a time at Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Seminary in Denton, 
Neb., speaks excellent En-
glish, oversees the daily ro-
sary procession, and assists 
with many other things at 
the shrine. It is his touch that 
makes so many things more 
traditional than you expect to 
find them. It was he who was 
holding a large umbrellino 
over the Blessed Sacrament 
in the underground basilica 

the day that I arrived. He says 
the traditional mass daily in 
a small church that has not 
been modernized, and is on 
the shrine grounds - - though 
it is not at all easy to find! He 
knows the story of Lourdes 
thoroughly, and gives excel-
lent tours of the parish church, 
and of the places that were im-
portant in Bernadette’s life. 

Lourdes is a most Catholic 
place. If you go as a pilgrim 
you will leave a part of your 
heart there, and find that you 
want to return again some day.  

* * *
Fr. Joseph Portzer, of the Priest-

ly Fraternity of St. Peter, is a reg-
ular contributor of Oremus Press.
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